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Lutherans Sign 20-Year Lease 
For Episcopal Chapel in N.C. 


A contract was signed between the 
trustees of St. Mary’s Chapel (Epis- 
copal) and Mount Pisgah Lutheran 
Church (Missouri Synod), giving the 
newly organized Lutheran congregation 
in Hendersonville, N. C., the use of the 
granite chapel for 20 years. 

The Seagle family, whose ancestors 
came from Virginia about 1800, were 
once Lutheran. When there was no 
Lutheran church nearby, they affiliated 
with the Episcopal Church. In recent 
years the chapel served as a family 
house of worship. 

Two clergymen brothers, John and 
Nathan Seagle (Dr. Nathan Seagle, 88, 
died last January) began construction 
of the chapel in 1939, 

Vicar William Krogstad held the 
first Missouri Synod services in Hen- 
dersonville last August. Until April the 
mission used the facilities of the local 
Seventh-Day Adventist Church. Rev. 
Walter F. Stock was installed on July 7. 

In the tourist country, the chapel on 
Highway 64 stands 24% miles east of 
Hendersonville. 


Freeway to Take Trinity Church, Los Angeles 


Within the next year the site of 
Trinity Lutheran Church at 746 W. 
18th St., Los Angeles —the mother 
church of Lutheranism in Southern 
California — will be taken by the State 
of California to make room for the 
Harbor-Venice Freeway Interchange. 
This year the congregation observed its 
diamond jubilee. 


When Los Angeles celebrated its — 


centennial in 1881 — Nuestra Senora 
la Reina de Los Angeles was founded in 
1781 by a Spanish colony of 11 fami- 
lies —the city had a population of 
11,000. The first transcontinental rail- 
road entered Los Angeles in 1877. 
Rev. M. L. Wyneken, a retired pas- 
tor in poor health, did much of the 
missionary work which led to the 
founding of Trinity Church. By horse 
and buggy he called on prospective 
members. He conducted services in 
his home through 1881 and early 1882. 
On June 25, 1882, the 15 members 
of the congregation in Los Angeles 
organized Trinity Church under the di- 
rection of Rev. J. M. Buehler, pastor 
of St. Paulus Church of San Francisco. 
Throughout its 75-year history, Trin- 
ity called three pastors: Revs. George 
Runkel, 1883—1905; Arthur E. Mi- 
chel, 1905—1941; and Im. F. Hodde, 
the present pastor, installed in 1941. 
Trinity’s first church-school was 


Mount Pisgah Lutheran Churck 


Many Lutheran members are help 
to install heating, lighting, and w 
systems; pews; an organ; and are 2 
ing a vestibule for the chapel sea‘ 
100. 

“The name was inspired by D 
34:1,” writes Mrs. Walter Klabundej 
Southernaire Motel, Hendersonville. } 

“The chapel stands on the high 
spot on the whole Seagle property; 
ei looks like ‘The Promised Land 

A $5,000 loan from the Southe: 
ern District Church Extension Fund 
covering the cost of materials for 
pleting the church. All the char 
furnishings were donated by varie 
members of the Seagle family and . 
there for Lutherans to use. 


erected in 1883. Three years later ° 
congregation joined Synod. The chu 
shown on the cover was built at ac 
of “about $60,000” in 1913. 

In 1951 Trinity accepted the stat 
offer of $43,957 for the congregatio 
school property, which had to be abz 
doned for the projected Freeway. 

The new $109,167 education 
building and parish center was de 
cated in 1954. ; 
“The congregation had just becon 
well established in the new quarte 
when it was reported (May 1955) tk 
the entire church property had be 
certified by the State Highway Depa 
ment for purchase by the state for t 
interchange right-of-way for the pr 
posed Olympic Freeway, which wou 
cross the Harbor Freeway in the \ 
cinity of the church,” the jubil 
brochure states. 

“In the summer of 1955 the Distri 
placed a field worker at our dispos 
to assist in making a survey for a pc 
sible area for relocating, in order 
serve the downtown section of the cit 
which the District officers believe to | 
Trinity’s obligation, after the sale 
the property to the state. 

“Trinity Congregation began its pr 
gram of communicant integration al 
integration of its school in earn 
1950,” 


NEWS 


yor Supports Parochial 
ool Tax Exemption 


he California State Federation of 
or urged affiliated members not to 
a circulated petition aimed at elim- 
mg tax exemptions for parochial 
private schools in the state. (See. 
NESS, June 4, p. 3) 
n amendment repealing the tax 
nption would “thrust additional and 
hing burdens upon our state school 
2m,” the federation said. Private 
mis. ‘are saving the state 
600,000 each year in operation 
3 alone,” the labor organization 
ned. “The capital outlay for build- 
and plant facilities would reach 
yomical proportions if spelled out 
ollars and cents.” 
he California and Nevada District 
ynod has 37 Christian day schools; 
Southern California District oper- 
50 schools in 1956. 
alifornia would be the only state 
1e nation to tax such schools. 
| Chicago, Dr. Will Herberg, ad- 
t professor of Judaic studies and 
il philosophy at Drew U., Madison, 
J., declared that parochial and pri- 
schools should receive public 
ls. He lectured at a workshop on 
group relations sponsored by the 
onal Conference of Christians and 
; and the University of Chicago 
srated Theological Faculty. 
e would even favor paying teachers 
arochial schools with public funds, 
aid, “except that we have to stay 
in the historical traditions of our 


try.” 


sident Signs Bill 
lhorizing Congressmen to 
‘ept Papal Decorations 


resident Eisenhower in July signed 
law a bill passed by Congress au- 
izing Reps. John W. McCormack 
Mass.) and John J. Rooner (D.- 
’.) to accept and wear the decora- 
of the Order of St. Gregory the 
it, with star, conferred upon them 
‘ope Pius XII. 
he legislation was introduced to 
with Section 9, Article 9 of 
S. Constitution which provides 
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that no one holding a Federal office 
may, without the consent of Congress, 
accept “any present, emolument, office, 
or title of any kind whatsoever from 
any king, prince, or foreign state.” The 
U.S. has recognized the sovereignty 
of Vatican City, of which the pope is 
the temporal ruler. 

Dr. Glenn L. Archer, executive di- 
rector of Protestants and Other Ameri- 
cans United for Separation of Church 
and State, had telegraphed the Presi- 
dent, urging him to veto the bill. To 
recognize the Vatican as a foreign state, 
Archer contended, might subject the 
Roman Catholic Church and its bishops 
to certain civil disabilities, such as for- 
feiture of American citizenship. 


Mrs. Roy C. Frank Heads 
Valparaiso U. Guild 


Mrs. Roy C. Frank, Chevy Chase, 
Md., was elected national president of 
the Valparaiso University Guild at its 
annual convention, held on the campus, 
July 12—14. With 103 chapters, the 


‘guild has more than 7,000 members. 


A graduate of the University of Min- 
nesota, Mrs. Frank taught history in a 
Minnesota high school before her mar- 
riage. Mr. Frank, formerly solicitor for 
the Post Office Department, is now en- 
gaged in private law practice in Wash- 
ington, D. C. He is a member of 
Synod’s Board for Public Relations. 

Other officers elected are: vice-pres- 
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idents: Mrs. Walter Schmalz, Minne- 
apolis, and Mrs. Cyril Wismar, Cleve- 
land; secretary, Mrs. Carl Blomstrand, 
St. Paul; treasurer, Miss Charlotte Kir- 
chen, Milwaukee; executive secretary, 
Mrs. E. H. Ruprecht, Valparaiso. 


St. Matthew’s, Manhattan, 
Dedicates New Church 


The oldest Lutheran congregation in 
the United States, St. Matthew’s Church 
on upper Manhattan Island, New York, 
dedicated its new sanctuary at 202 
Sherman Avenue on June 16. 

One of the few churches of any. de- 
nomination to have been erected on 
Manhattan since the early 1930's, the 
new structure has a seating capacity of 
400, with accommodations for overflow 
crowds in auxiliary rooms in the base- 
ment. The building with furnishings 
cost $230,000. 

Chartered in 1664 by Governor Rich- 
ard Nicolls, representative of the Eng- 
lish crown, St. Matthew’s was originally 
located on lower Broadway. The par- 
ish school has operated continuously 
for 204 years. The present staff of six 
teachers instructs the 175 pupils in the 
eight-grade day school. 

The congregation’s merger with Mes- 
siah Church, organized in 1916, re- 
sulted in the continuation of St. Mat- 
thew’s heritage. 

Rev. Alfred W. Trinklein is the pas- 
tor of the 600-member parish. 


Oldest Lutheran congregation in U.S., St. wii Church, Manhattan, New 
York, has new house of worship. 
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HUBE HENRY, HEDRICH-BLESSING 


On a trip to the Orient, Rey. Lambert 
Brose (left) of Synod’s Armed Services 
Commission shows Lt. Gen. Frank A. 
Armstrong, Jr., commander in chief of 
all U. S. Armed Forces in Alaska, a 
copy of the Commission’s monthly 
publication for servicemen, Loyalty — 
Christ and Country. Col. Martin C. 
Poch (right) of the Missouri Synod is 
in charge of all chaplains in the Alas- 
kan Command. Lutheran Service Cen- 
ters now operate in Japan and Alaska. 
This fall new centers will be opened on 
Okinawa and in Olongapo, Philippines. 


U. S. AIR FORCE PHOTO 


The 1,000-member auxiliary of Good Shepherd Home of the West, 
which cares for mentally retarded children, honored three Southern 
California women for their service to children in the home. Mrs. John 
Lenz (seated left) of Arcadia, record chairman, presented certificates 
and gold-wreath pins to Mrs. Paul Yorde (seated) of Anaheim for 800 
hours of service; Mrs. Henry Pithan (standing), Anaheim, 517 hours; 
and Mrs. Henry Lemke, Olive, 500 hours. The Good Shepherd home 
and school is in Terra Bella, Calif. 


& Z XY » x 


HUBE HENRY, HEDRICH-BLESSING 


The hand-carved cover for the bap# 
mal font in Grace Church, Clevelé 
Heights, Ohio, was presented by Mr. 
Mrs. George J. Fischer, Sr., in honor’ 
their grandchildren. Mr. Fischer (rigl 
shown with his pastor, Rev. Kenneth 
Hoffmann, devoted 500 hours in exec 
ing the cover. 


| 


) 
| 


| 
The Lutheran Church of the Good Sh | 


herd, Palos Park, Ill., was awarded a 
tation of merit for excellence in arc§ 
tecture by the Chicago Association 
Commerce and Industry and the Chica 
Chapter of the American Institute 
Architects. Rev. Harry N. Huxhold 
the pastor. Architects were Charles Ff 
ward Stade & Associates and M. Dolan 
H. Anderson. The congregation was 
tablished in 1953. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


(Inset) The altar, on a brick predella, 
covered by a brilliant seasonal fron 
with symbolism embroidered in gold. 


NEWS OF THE CHURCH IN THE WORLDW& 


‘, OTTO A. GOERL, president of 


iario Concordia, 


Porto Alegre, 
, began a_ six-month sabbatical 
at the close of the first half of 
shool year in June. July is the 
1 of winter vacation in synodical 
ls in Brazil. “Director” Goerl has 
l in the administration of the sem- 
since 1940. 


sh Educators Study 
ected Areas 


(Pictures on page 6) 


1e Bible study program is still the 
ng paradox in the Missouri 
|. Why is it so hard to get Bible 
its in a church that puts so much 
asis on the Bible?” representatives 
32 Districts were asked at the 
itional Conference, meeting in 
uis, July 2 and 3. 
e are just holding our own in 
class enrollment, about 14 per 
or 18 per cent with the Sunday 
| teachers. Bible institutes are 
much to train workmen for 
_ among our laity.” 
iod’s Board for Parish Education 
ored the conference. Rev. Justus 
mann was chairman; Vernon 
er, secretary. 
area of Christian education long 
sted in many Lutheran circles is 
ire for mentally retarded children, 
is stated. The St. Louis parochial 
| for the mentally retarded has 
mM operation only one year. South 
nsin, Northern Illinois, and West- 
istricts have pioneered in this 
=f 
er reports called attention to the 
sed standard for Lutheran ele- 
schools. The forthcoming in- 
ent is a measuring device, en- 
pastors and teachers, with local 
5 of education, to evaluate 
Ca 
he first meeting of District Fam- 
e Directors, held in connection 
the conference, representatives 
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from 30 Districts reviewed the progress 
of the Family Life Training Program, 
which is to be completed by 1959. 
One third of Synod’s 433 circuits 
have held Family Life institutes for 
training church officers, educational 
leaders, youth workers, and leaders of 


adult groups. lowa-West trained 
2,500, an average of 16 persons per 
congregation. 


The conference approved a Parent 
Education Extension Service. 

The LLL, LWML, and WL will be 
asked to integrate family-life helps into 
their programs. 

Despite teacher shortages, Districts 
were encouraged to open and expand 
schools, for the recruitment program 
will alleviate the teacher shortage, the 
Educational Conference stated. 

The development of a program for 
Sunday school visitations and training 
of Sunday school superintendents in 
all Districts was discussed. 

After 1958 the vacation Bible school 
materials will give more attention to 
the stewardship of life. 


Audio-Visual Aid Workshop 
Stressed S.S. Program 


“If the church is to preach and 
teach more effectively, it must make 
greater use of the same tools of com- 
munication which industry, govern- 
ment, and public education have used 
with increasing success,” Rev. Victor 
B. Growcock, Executive Secretary of 
Synod’s Audio-Visual Board, and 
Robert Garmatz, utilization director of 
Concordia Films, told the representa- 
tives of 23 Districts of Synod partici- 
pating in the second National Audio- 
Visual Aid Workshop held at the Saint 
Louis seminary, July 8 to 12. 

The workshop was sponsored by the 
synodical board and by Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, producer of Concordia 
films and filmstrips. 

The workshop stressed visual aids as 
instructional material for better teach- 
ing in the Sunday school program on 
all levels, including the prenursery 
through the adult Bible classes and 
services. The workshop also discussed 
the Sunday school teacher-training pro- 


gram. 
The workshop leaders, including 
Revs. M. J. Renner of Canada, W. 


Thiele of California, Karl Maier of 
Virginia, Herman Bielenberg of Penn- 
sylvania, Messrs. Arthur Amt of Wis- 
consin, Erwin Wiese of Michigan, Al- 
bert Koch of Minnesota, and Kenneth 
Webster of St. Louis, presented audio- 
visual methods as they concern Sunday 
school curricula and services. 
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ON JULY 1 Synod sent out checks 
totaling $20,000 to members who hold 


annuity contracts. These are people 
who have turned over some of their 
life savings to Synod, but who still 
need an income. 


The rate of income depends on the 
age of the annuitant at the time the 
gift is made, according to regularly 
prescribed annuity rates. The annuity 
may be written in any amount from 
$100 up. 


After the death of the annuitant, the 


- remainder of the gift is used for Synod’s 


general work, for one of its colleges, 
or for home or foreign mission fields. 


You, too, can help in a special way 
in your church’s program. “How?” you 
ask. By entering into an annuity agree- 
ment with Synod. 


Here is how it works: A gift is made 
to Synod, and in return the donor re- 
ceives a legal gift annuity agreement, 
stipulating that Synod will pay to the 


donor a fixed annuity each year, pay- 


able semiannually on January 1 and 
July 1 for the remainder of his life. 
In this way you can provide a guaran- 
teed income for yourself and at the 
same time assist in the mission and 
education program of your Synod. 


In view of Synod’s actual cash deficit 
of $600,000 at the close of the 1956 
fiscal year, many more members might 
consider entering annuity agreements 
with Synod. These annuities help to 
spread the Gospel while the donors live 
and after the Lord calls them home. 


For additional 
write to: 


information, please 


Office of the Treasurer 


The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod 


210 N. Broadway 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 


CHARLES E. GROERICH 
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Education Conference Sponsored by Parish Education 


Briefly Told 


@ R.C. Sickler of 
Springfield, Pa., was 
elected chairman of 
the board of the Na- 
tional Industrial Ad- 
vertisers Association 
at a recent conference 
in New York City. 

Last year Mr. Sick- 
ler was chairman of 
the Every-Member 
Canvass for St. John’s Lutheran Church 
in Springfield. This year he is chair- 
man of the Church Advancement Pro- 
gram. 


R. C. Sickler 


® The Lutheran Sunday school at 
Grinden Estates, England, had ‘79 chil- 
dren and six adults crowded into the 
little home of Mr. Armstrong,” wrote 
Dr. H. A. Mayer, who visited the mis- 
sion on July 7. “The children sat and 
stood everywhere; 27 crowded into one 
of the bedrooms (9X11) with their 
two teachers. Children sat on the sink 


and the stove in the kitchen. Give 
credit to such enthusiasm! In the after- 
6 


Institute of Technology. 


noon we had Sunday school in the 
church with 25 pupils and seven adults. 


At 6:30 we had services attended by 55.. 


In this area we started with one Lu- 
theran girl who had been confirmed in 
London. Rev. Arnold E. Kromphardt 
now has many contacts in neighboring 
communities.” 


@ The University of Chicago con- 
ferred the honorary degree of Doctor 
of Science on Francis Otto Schmitt, 
institute professor at Massachusetts 
It was the 
only honorary degree the university 
awarded at the exercises on June’7 for 
the conferring of higher degrees. ‘“‘Out- 
standing biologist who, through his own 
researches and his stimulating influence 
upon others,” the citation read, “has 
made notable contributions to advance 
our understanding of the ultimate 
structure of living things.” Dr. Schmitt 
(WITNESS, January 15, p. 4) is a mem- 
ber of Christ Lutheran Church,» Bel- 
mont, Mass. -* 


@ “Cleric Talks Man Out of Dive 
into Gorge” was a recent front-page 
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headline in the Niagara Falls Gaz 
Jack Gruner — perilously perched 
a tree limb 170 feet above the Nia 
River — was talked out of jumping 
the gorge by Rev. Paul Hartenber 
pastor of Trinity Lutheran Chu 
Niagara Falls. Police had been 
successful in urging Gruner to re 
to safety. Unable to find work, Gru 
was distraught, police said. “Please 
my wife,” begged Gruner. The p 
car bringing Mrs. Gruner to her 
band was involved in a collision 
another auto. Both cars were de 
ished. Mrs. Gruner suffered a br 
arm. 


@® The Texas District Latin-A 
can Conference held at Brownsvill 
July previewed the Martin Luther 
with Spanish soundtrack dubbed 
The film is an important new tool 
Spanish Lutheran congregations. 
Nineteen pastors and teachers atten 
the conference, Rev. Ray Bowles 
Laredo reported. 


© The Kensington-Athol parish 
hit by two tornadoes on June 15, 
Kansas Edition of the LUTHERAN 
NEss reports. The Gordon and Jua 
Reneberg farmstead was left “a sliv 
mess of trees, lumber, furniture, 
machinery.” The Renebergs, mem 
of St. John’s Church, Kensing 
started farming this spring: after . 
Reneberg returned from service in 
Armed Forces. 


The second tornado destroyed 
farmstead of Claude and Elva Fi 
who had just completed a new ho 
which took them two years to build! 
themselves. The Finies are memb 
of Zion Church at Athol. Both fa 
lies, at home when the tornado hit, 
ample warning and sought shelter 
derground. 


® St. James’ Congregation, Chic 
(Rev. Arthur C. Dahms), celebr 
the 100th anniversary of its school 
June 9. The school was founded 
years before the congregation was 
ganized. In 1857 a group of men, 
cluding some members ‘of First S$ 
Paul’s, organized a School Society 
erected a schoolhouse, which F 
St. Paul’s purchased nine years la 
By 1884 St. James’ Congregation oj 
ated six schools. Nine men and 
women instructed more than 800 pu 
in those schools. A central school, b 
in 1905 and remodeled and enlar, 
1952, now has an enrollment of | 
pupils. During the century, 32, 
children have been trained in ~ 
schools of St. James’. 4 
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etroit Housewife 
Helps Build 
‘Church in Japan 


> story of Ruth Morovitz’s one- 
m project in helping to build 
tch in Japan has the elements of 
lern Pentecost. The Detroit News 
juideposts for July also publicized 
tivity. 

s. John Morovitz, Sr., her hus- 
son, and two daughters live in 
t, five-room house at 14076 Ros- 
| Detroit, Mich. Here is the story 
1Ousewife’s missionary work: 


HT YEARS AGO her son John, now 
lical student at the U. of Michi- 
received a reply from a pen-pal 
he had written for an English 
ment. 

dictionary-consulted English, Ry- 
ashimoto replied from Fukushima 
ie would be happy to exchange 
with John. 

therly Ruth Morovitz encouraged 
to answer Ryuko’s letter and to 
him an autographed big-league 
ull. Ryuko had mentioned his 
st in the sport. Ryuko’s mother 
Mrs. Morovitz. 


2 HasHimorTos told of an orphan- 
| the mountains three miles from 


hima, a city of 100,000, 160 
north of Tokyo. 
writing textbooks, Isago Mio, 


anese author, and his wife sup- 
1 38 orphans, together with their 
our children. The Mios’ income 
aadequate for so large a family. 
there anything the Americans 
do to help the orphanage?” Mrs. 
moto asked. 

h Morovitz relayed the question 
r friends, neighbors, and fellow 
ers of Redemption Lutheran 
h =(Rev. Harold C. Bernthal, 
). Food and clothing packages 
soon on their way. 

tremely grateful, the Mios were 
lly surprised at the generosity of 
icans. After all, Nagasaki and 
lima were monumental targets of 
> warfare. 

yw can Americans, so recently 
nemies of Japan, help care for 
ese orphans?” the Mios asked. 
Christian, the Detroit mother 


3, 1957 


explained, she was expressing the Savy- 
ior’s commandment to love all people. 
Mrs. Mio wanted to know more. 
Perhaps Christianity, she replied, could 
bring her happiness and comfort. 


Mrs. Morovirz PRAYED for a way, 
and the help came unexpectedly and 
quickly. She met a student from the 
St. Louis seminary who grew interested 
in her Japanese correspondents. 


“I have the most wonderful news!” 
the student wrote Mrs. Morowitz later. 
“An acquaintance, Ralph Bringewatt, 
has been sent to Japan as a missionary 
and is stationed 135 miles from Fuku- 
shima” (he is now on Formosa). The 
student also wrote Missionary Bringe- 
watt about the Mios. 

They welcomed him “with open 
arms.” Mrs. Mio, he said, seemed espe- 
cially eager to hear of Christ. 

After instruction, within a year, Mrs 
Mio was ready for Baptism. Her Chris- 
tian witness helped win her family and 
Japanese friends, although there was no 
chapel or Lutheran mission in Fuku- 
shima where the group could worship. 

On the other side of the world, Ruth 
knew how much Redemption Church 
meant to her family and fellow mem- 
bers. She decided to help build a 
church for the converts in Fukushima. 


THE cost, she was told, would be 
about $2,000 plus $150 for meager 
furnishings. That was a_ tremendous 
amount for a modest toolmaker’s wife. 
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DETROIT NEWS 


Mrs. John Morovitz, Sr., holds a scroll of more than 
1,500 names of contributors to the church and the 
orphanage in Fukushima, Japan. 


Her family shared her zeal and her 
objective. She received invitations to 
tell her story to church groups. 

Freewill gifts ranged from a few 
dollars to $300 from one small church 
in Michigan. In three years’ time she 
raised $4,300 for the Fukushima 
church. 

“I would not have been able to do 
it without my family,” she explained. 
“My husband drives me to the places 
where I speak. Sometimes my daugh- 
ters, Ruth, 25, an assistant buyer at 
J. L. Hudson Co., and Carolyn, 19, are 
my chauffeurs.” 

Not even their personal expenses 
have been deducted from the contri- 
butions, Mrs. Morovitz explained. 


MISSIONARY Max Zschiegner and his 
Japanese wife will visit the Morovitzes 
this summer before returning to Japan. 
The Zschiegners will take to Japan 
a scroll bearing the names of Michigan 
contributors to Izumi (meaning “foun- 
tain”) Lutheran Church and the Mios’ 
orphanage. 

Missionary Frank Koepke now serves 
Izumi’s 14 communicants and 70 chil- 
dren in Sunday school. 

Asked whether Mrs. Morovitz would 
like to visit Japan to see what her son’s 
pen-pal letter started, she replied: 
“That’s not so important as my work 
in Detroit and the knowledge that this 
project is the kind of thing that will 
bring two peoples closer together and 
world peace nearer for all of us.” 


I— “With This Ring I Thee Wed” 


Few moments of life are fraught with greater 
solemnity than those spent at the altar as the wedding 
rings — symbols of undying love and loyalty — are ex- 
changed and the bride and bridegroom are pronounced 
husband and wife. Two lives are welded together. 


Instituted by God 


God, the Designer and Creator of the universe and 
of man, is also the Author of holy wedlock. Having 
created Adam, God said: “It is not good that the man 
should be alone; I will make him an help meet for 
him.” And He fashioned a woman from Adam’s rib, 
brought her to him, and made them one. 

A person who ridicules marriage profanes and de- 
spises a holy estate: “Let marriage be held in honor 
among all.” (Heb. 13:4, RSV) 

Marriage is a contract between a man and a woman, 
but it is more than a contract. Marriage is a status of 
a permanent personal relationship which cannot at in- 
dividual will and pleasure be undone. 

Jesus says: “They are no more twain, but one 
flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let 
not man put asunder.” (Matt. 19:6) 


Purposes of Marriage 


When God stated that it was not good for the man 
to be alone and then fashioned a woman for Adam, He 
indicated one purpose of holy wedlock: companionship 
on the physical, emotional, mental, and spiritual level. 

Generally man needs marriage for a full and satis- 
fying life. Husbands and wives complement and en- 
rich each other. The goal of normal people is to marry 
and to establish their own homes. 

The bringing forth of children for the “orderly 
population and conservation of church and state” is an- 
other purpose of marriage in God’s plan. “Be fruitful 
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and multiply and replenish the earth” was God’s t 
ing after He had united Adam and Eve. 

Children are precious gifts, priceless blessings 
the Lord, to be sought and wanted. Childless mar 
by design thwart God’s beneficent plan and pur, 
Those who determine that there must be no childres 
closing the door to happy, successful living. 

Since the Fall, marriage also serves as a remec 
avoid incontinence, as St. Paul explains in 1 Cor. 7: 
As a creation of God, sex in itself is not sinful. The : 
cise of sex is permissible only within holy wedlock. 

Those who can live in continence are privilege 
remain unmarried. Holy matrimony is not compu 
or mandatory. “But all men cannot receive this sa 
save they to whom it is given,” said Jesus. 

On the other hand, “forbidding to marry,” St. 
states in 1 Tim. 4:1-3, is done by “seducing spirits” 
is one of the “doctrines of devils.” 


Preparation for Marriage 


In view of the Scriptural pronouncements on 
riage, especially its God-ordained permanence, y 
people will exercise extreme care before they co1 
themselves. When a friendship matures into a dei 
courtship, the individuals will carefully consider wh 
the prospective spouse manifests the qualities esse 
to a successful and God-pleasing marriage. 

What are some of the most important requis 
Oneness of religion and active interest in it; Chri 
character, understanding, and maturity; dispositior 
parenthood; acceptance of responsibility, willingne: 
work; a good sense of values, thriftiness; agreeable 
unselfishness, self-control, lack of jealousy; a reasor 
correspondence of age, intelligence, social backe™ 
race, or nationality. 

Before committing themselves for marriage, a 
ple will pray earnestly for guidance. They will 
consult with people who are in a position to give | 
advice, especially with their parents. 
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we period of courtship should enable young peo- 
form a fairly accurate estimate of each other. 
ig courtship and a brief engagement with mutual 
Jence and real love are preferable to a whirlwind 
ship and a hasty engagement entered upon with 
vings and inward fears. 

lappiness in marriage is not a wedding gift or the 
able result of romantic love, but a goal toward 
1 the couple must strive. They must prayerfully 
together to achieve happiness in marriage, not 
during courtship and engagement, but as long as 
permits the union to last. 

ext to God’s blessing, marital happiness depends 
ing, and on finding, the right mate. The best hap- 
$s insurance is oneness of faith coupled with sin- 
of purpose, since it provides the basis, motiva- 
and power for the many adjustments that con- 
y must be made in married life. 


— “Can Two Walk Together 
Except They Be Agreed?” 


uthorities on marriage agree that the most prom- 
matriages are those in which the principals have 
10st in common. 

fide differences in age, size, race, nationality, 
mic status, intelligence, education, family back- 
d, previous marriage experience, and religion spell 
rt to successful marriage. Some of these hazards 
Ss serious than others and can be overcome; yet 
ages contracted despite the hazards show a high 
B rate. 

Mhen a 50-year-old man marries a woman 25 years 
nior or senior, two different generations, each hav- 
S Own peculiarities, are joined together, making 
tments most difficult. 

len and women who marry across racial or color 
are frequently, though regrettably, ridiculed and 
ed by their own races. This is especially true of 
en born of interracial marriages. And the outlook 
nost hopeless; race and color cannot be changed. 


Religious Differences 


mong the most serious hazards to harmonious mar- 
are unremoved differences of religion. Although 
ligions encourage and promote harmonious family 
, only Christianity supplies the true motivation, 
gness, strength, and patience to make the necessary 
tments for married life, but only when both spouses 
f the same faith and the same church. Interfaith 
igiously mixed marriages present grave dangers. 

oO be sure, these difficulties can be overcome or 
ed or kept under control. Both parties may agree 
sagree. “You go to your church, and I'll go to 
” they say, but then they lack the unifying and 
fying power of a common faith. Nor will things 
noothly after children arrive. New decisions will 
to be made; that could mean real trouble. 

gain, one spouse may embrace the faith of the 
. That is all right if the step is from error to truth 
roceeds from conviction. Otherwise it is a hollow 
that will collapse when crises arise. If the step 
m truth to error, an outraged conscience adds to 
urden. Family peace cannot be bought by denial. 
ome couples have sought a solution by compromise, 
giving up their churches and joining a third church. 
S that step leads from error to truth, such church 
ership means little. It is an escape. 


13, 1957 


Finally, there are those who give up completely and 
sever all connections with the church to avoid unpleas- 
antness whenever religion and church come up for dis- 
cussion. Faith has suffered shipwreck. 

Deep-seated religious convictions do not yield to 
ready adjustment. When serving God causes friction 
in a home, that family is in serious trouble. 


The Greatest Hazard of All 


A great risk is incurred when a Lutheran marries a 
member of a militant sect. More hazardous is the union 
of a Lutheran with an active Roman Catholic. This is 
because of the antenuptial agreement the Roman Church 
requires the non-Catholic to sign. To that end the mar- 
riage must be solemnized by a priest, who, however, 
is not permitted to officiate unless the non-Catholic has 
signed the agreement. 

The chief requirements of this agreement are that 
the non-Catholic receive from a priest the prescribed 
instruction in Roman doctrine and practice; that. he 
promise in no wise to obstruct, hinder, or persuade the 
Roman Catholic in the practice of his religion, even 
though the Roman Catholic party must seek to convert 
the non-Catholic; that all children issuing from that 
marriage be baptized and reared in the Roman Church, 
even when the Catholic party has died; and that no 
additional civil or Protestant ceremony be conducted. 

Obviously it is a violation of Holy Scripture and 
conscience to carry out these provisions, except possibly 
the fourth. To receive religious instruction from a false 
teacher, to silence Christian witness in deference to his 
spouse, to aid and abet the Baptism and rearing of 
children in the idolatrous and Antichristian teaching 
and practices of the Roman Church cannot be reconciled 
with the divinely required loyalty of a Christian to his 
God, nor with the solemn responsibility of bringing up 
his children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 


Conclusions 


In certain areas where our church is young and 
small, it is not easy for our members to find mates of 
their own faith. Likewise there may be a sizable im- 
balance between men and women of marriageable age. 

Of the 30,000 and more adult members our church 
annually adds to its roster, many come via interfaith 
marriages. The church rejoices over every new mem- 
ber who cheerfully dedicates himself to the service of 
the Triune God and of his fellow men. 

Nevertheless a mixed marriage jeopardizes the 
spiritual welfare and well-being of the Lutheran spouse. 
When the unchristian or non-Lutheran spouse is indif- 
ferent, even opposed to the Christian religion, his atti- 
tude has a chilling effect on the family. Heart-rending 
stories could be cited to verify these statements. 

The lesson to our young people is plain. The de- 
sirable marriage is one in which husband and wife have 
a common faith. Do not be hasty, but patiently and 
prayerfully strive to find a sincere Lutheran mate. 

If perchance your affection should center on some- 
one of another faith, before you say “Yes,” emphasize 
that engagement and marriage can take place only if 
there is a definite promise to unite with your church, 
preferably before the engagement. Better by far to 
experience the brief hurt of a broken courtship than the 
lifelong heartache of marital disharmony and conflict, 
coupled with the agony of an accusing conscience. 


OTTO E. SOHN 
The next article will be: “Till Death Us Do Part.” 
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Witness Comments 


Will Malenkov Learn? 


When the Kremlin ax fell on Georgi Malenkov, 
its now blunted edge spared the former Russian 
premier’s life. His “democratic” masters con- 
signed him to a post about 1,800 miles from Mos- 
cow. Beyond the Ural Mountains and among 
political prisoners and other forced laborers, the 
deposed magnate will find time for introspection. 

Is it possible that in his exile Malenkov will 
take another look at the state of his nation — 
without God? 

Not all the people of Russia are atheists. God 
still has His habitation in the hearts of believers 
in Christ. The one bond that has always bound 
the Russian peasant to his czar was the belief in 
God and God-appointed government. That bond 
is broken. 

How long more than 200,000,000 people will 
give their homage to men who exalt themselves 
above the Lord may be only a question of time. 
The present shake-up among the party heads may 
shorten the span, and the blood of Hungarian 
patriots may be the seed of civil strife throughout 
the Soviet Union. 

The way of the ungodly is hard, Georgi Malen- 
kov. “My glory will I not give to another,” saith 
the Lord. 


A Welcome Declaration of War 


Obscenity is not included in the First Amend- 
ment’s protection for free speech and press, the 
Supreme Court held in a ruling this summer. 
The tribunal’s decision armed Federal and state 
authorities with powerful weapons to wage war 
on obscene literature. 

Precisely what is obscene literature? The Fed- 
eral obscenity statute makes unlawful the mailing 
of “every obscene, lewd, lascivious, or filthy book, 
pamphlet, picture, letter, writing, print, or other 
publication of an indecent character.” 

The obscene offends chastity and modesty, 
tends to produce base emotions, and excites 
sensual desire. 

Too long have the venders of filth and fire 
found refuge in the freedom of speech and press. 
The church welcomes the rumbling of this war 
against the corrupters of God’s children. 


What Can I Do? 


“Wasn't that a terrible accident?” asked the 
lady. She was upset about victims in an auto 
collision many, many miles away. This experience 
is not infrequent. 

The daily papers, radio, and television describe 


_and picture horrible wrecks, crime, man’s wicked- 


ness and inhumanity. How do you react to these 
accounts? The cumulative effect on the emotions 
can be upsetting and destructive. 

Here are some guiding rules to stabilize emo- 
tional reactions to violent events: 
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(1) Learn to look at these events object 
Do not shrug the shoulders in indifference 
do not make yourself sick about the care 
burdens of the world at large, particularly 
you cannot extend help in a specific situati 

(2) Heed the word of Jesus: “Except ye re 
ye shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3). 
catastrophe or crime or report of the wicke 
of men anywhere calls for personal repent 

(3) Turn to the Savior for forgiveness an 
strength to lead a godly life. On hearing a re 
for example, of race prejudice and cruelty 
Christian asks the Savior’s forgiveness fo 
prejudice in his own life. 

(4) Pray for the extension of Gospel prea 
at home and abroad, give financial aid, and 
ness in your personal life. 


Beware of False Prophets 


When Isabella, a duchess, wanted an o 
legend says the crafty court astrologer told 
to kiss a beautiful picture every day for a_ 
dred days. Then her wish would be ful 
The sinister astrologer knew the picture was 
pregnated with a deadly poison. Believing 
astrologer, the duchess kissed her life awa 
a possession she craved. Strand by strand 
hair turned white, her eyes dimmed, her 
faded, and her lips blackened. Before the 
dredth day the duchess died. | 

This legend warns against false prop 
Christians who ignore the Savior’s warning 
heed the advice of false prophets will be poiso! 
Holding out truth, beauty, and pleasure, 1 
prophets masquerade their wicked intent. 17 
come in sheep’s clothing, cunningly conceal t 
real identity and purpose, and pose as true f 
sengers of God and ardent lovers of the tr 
However subtle and cunning their approach ° 
be, their work is ruinous. 

God’s children never minimize the soul dai 
lurking in the slightest deviation from G 
Word, no matter how sincere and popula 
prophet may be or how many adherents clu 
around his platform. 


Security in Trouble 


All over the world, people look for freec 
from trouble. But a greater haven than freec 
from trouble is security in trouble. 

When trouble comes, many people today 1 
to tranquilizing drugs and sleeping pills, to ph 
cians and psychiatrists, with the demand for 
cape from anxiety and tension. 

The Christian, however, cannot hope for ¢ 
plete freedom from trouble. He remembi 
“Many are the afflictions of the righteous” { 
34:19). The Christian also learns the value 
affliction, for he recalls: “My son, despise. 
thou the chastening of the Lord. ... Now, 
chastening for the present seemeth to be joyé 
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| but grievous; nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth 
_ the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them 
which are exercised thereby.” (Heb. 12:5, 11) 
The Lord has not promised freedom from 
trouble. Freedom from trouble is not always 
a blessing so long as sinners tend to stray from 
Christ. But the Father has promised true security 
in trouble. He has promised to be with His 
children, to strengthen and uphold them, to guide 
them in the way of peace, so that trouble will 
not destroy but will become a blessing. 
The child of God does not panic when trouble 
comes. As he trusts in God and follows Him, he 
receives true and lasting security in trouble. 


The Whisper of Growing Things 


Nature is in the middle of the growing season. 
The mysterious power that forced the leaf from 
the stem, the flower from the bud, now shapes the 
fruit and the seed. 


oose Leaves 


The gentle summer breezes whisper among 
the leaves of growing things. Brilliant zinnias 
greet the dawn and look trustingly upward. They 
confide: God, who pours out His love on us, is 
also your loving Father; He who takes care of us 
is also aware of your needs. 

A tall maple, its roots going down deep into 
the soil, faces the winds with confidence. The 
branches whisper: A soul rooted in the promises 
of God is secure when the winds of adversity 
blow. The tree’s period of growth to full stature 
suggests the growth and training that students in 
the church’s educational institutions must invest 
to achieve maturity and to serve in the Kingdom. 

Entwining itself around the sturdy trunk of 
the maple, a vine climbs upward. Its tendrils 
cling to the rough bark. Without a strong support 
the vine could never hope to rise above the 
ground. So, too, the tendrils of faith must take 
hold of God’s strength. Then weakness turns 
into strength. 


Gravity Suspended 


Tests made in a T-33 jet trainer have made 
it possible to suspend gravity for as long as 
forty seconds. By flying the proper curve at 
high speed the occupants of the plane become 
weightless. A ball tossed from the hand does 
not fall; gravity is suspended. Half the men 
tested felt pleasant, elated sensations. One wished 
he could live forever at gravity zero. There was 
a feeling of complete relaxation. God describes 
the Christian life in terms of a double pull from 
the flesh and the spirit (Gal. 5:17). When we 
look to Christ and surrender to Him, we may 
know what it is to walk in the spirit and to have 
triumph for forty seconds, minutes, hours. . . . 
There will always be times when our old nature 
will make known its downward gravitational pull, 
but God has made it possible for us to return 
and rest in Him. — Eternity. 


Sin on the Highway 


Behind much of the careless driving today is 
plain old-fashioned sinful pride — pride in the 
speed of the car, egotistic self-assertion to get 
ahead of others. Or often it is the sin of gam- 
bling — gambling with the awful stakes of life 
and death, not one’s own life alone, but the 
lives of men, women, and little children in other 
cars involved in the accident. — The Christian 
Evangelist. 


“Wonderful Lord” 


It was C. H. Spurgeon, I think, who one day 
after a morning service was confronted by a lady 
who said to him, “Mr. Spurgeon, that was a won- 
derful sermon you preached this morning.” He 
replied, “Yes, ma’am. The devil told me that 
ten minutes ago.” 

_ What we need in our churches today — ur- 
gently, desperately —is not that people should 
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come to hear a preacher and then tell him what 
a good (or bad) sermon he preached, but that 
they should leave the house of God saying, “What 
a wonderful Lord!” When all praise is given to 
Him and taken from man, a church rises in 
spiritual temperature and becomes irresistible. — 
Alan Redpath in Victorious Praying. 


“Catholic”? 


The word catholic in common use means a 
member of the Roman church. (If a passer-by 
asks us the location of the nearest Catholic 
church, most of us would not delay him by a long 
lecture on church history and Greek derivations. ) 
Of course in a church which uses the word 
catholic in its creed, we should instruct the con- 
gregation on the real meaning of the word, which 
indicates that Protestants are truly more catholic 
than Romanists. — The Churchman. 


Church Critics 


The church has many critics, some of whom 
are outside the church. They do not worry me; 
I just stay away from them. The ones I do worry 
about are those whose names are on the church 
roll, but to whom that means nothing. Like the 
man at the pool of Bethesda, they wail that no- 
body will help them. They complain, “The 


preacher never comes to see me .. . I don’t like 
the music . . . I go, but nobody shakes hands 
with me . . . the Church is after my money .. . 


” 


too many of the members are hypocrites... . 
But I have noticed that when the complaining 
fellow begins to walk on his own within the 
church, to support it with his prayers, his pres- 
ence, and his gifts, and his service, he finds joy 
and strength therein. One is “made whole” only 
when he begins some worthwhile activity. The 
sickest people are usually those who have the 
least to do. — Charles L. Allen in The Touch of 
the Master’s Hand (Fleming H. Revell Co.). 
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Some of the productions that were recently pub- 
lished through the efforts of the Literature Board 
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The Literature Board, which meets monthly, plans new productions, 
selects writers, reads and edits manuscripts, and recommends pub- 
lication to CPH. Many solicited and unsolicited manuscripts receive 
thorough attention. 

L. to r.: Dr. Gilbert A. Thiele, Rev. Julius W. Acker, Dr. O. A. Dorn, 
Rev. Wm. H. Eifert, Rev. W. Harry Krieger, Dr. Wm. A. Kramer, Rev. 
Curtis C. Stephan, Prof. Martin L. Koehneke. 


# 


The faculty of the St. Louis Seminary censors all b 
pamphlets, or periodicals published by CPH, accord 
synodical regulation. The professors review each 
script for correctness of doctrine. Dr. Arthu af 
(left), Academic Dean, distributes the manuscripts 


[ANY OF THE BOOKS, tracts, and pamphlets 
lished regularly by Concordia Publishing 
ise are carefully planned, selected, and 
2d by Synod’s General Literature Board. 
members of this Board are appointed each 
inium by the President of Synod in con- 
ition with the Vice-Presidents and the gen- 
manager of CPH. It is the duty of this 
rd to study the needs of the church and 
lan publications to meet those needs. 


ach of the seven Board members is chair- 
of a subcommittee appointed by the 
rd. These committees study the require- 
ts in the fields of exegesis, homiletics, his- 
, practical theology, systematic theology, 
tional materials, and tracts. More than 
Y persons participate in the work of the 
rature Board. 


1} addition to the productions of the Lit- 
ure Board, published materials originate 
1 CPH, from the Board for Parish Educa- 
_ the Committee on Scholarly Research, the 
Imittee on Hymnology and Liturgics, the 
ic Committee, the Board for Higher Edu- 
yn, the Young People’s Literature Board, 
other sources. The final decision concern- 
publication rests with CPH. 


he Literature Board, operating closely with 
Publishing House, constantly has 60 to 80 
rent items under consideration. 


r a book has been designed, the manu- 
It passes through the various publication 
esses: typesetting, proofreading, printing, 
ing, and binding. The largest Lutheran 
ishing house in the world, CPH is a self- 
ained plant, from editing, printing, and 
ing, to selling. 


A manuscript which has been approved for ‘publication is placed into produc- 
tion. The CPH Editorial Department edits the manuscript for house style, 
punctuation, and other refinements. Prof. Elmer E. Foelber (right), House 
Editor, discusses a technical problem with one of the copy editors. 


For each CPH pub- 
lication — a complete 
book or a_ simple 
tract — the Planning 
and Design Depart- 
ment plans the for- 
mat, layout, illustra- 
tions, type, binding, 
and cover. 


Concordia books are sold by mail, through the Concordia bookstore, and 
through hundreds of religious bookstores throughout the United States, Can- 
ada, and many foreign countries. Most Concordia books are bought by 
Lutherans, but many also by non-Lutherans. Synod’s publication efforts 
constitute an important missionary endeavor. Dr. O. A. Dorn (right), general 
manager of CPH, receives reports from the field through Concordia’s travel- 
ing salesmen, who sell Concordia products to bookstores throughout the 
country. 
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Spotlight 
On Schools 


WILLIAM A. KRAMER 


ees Associate Secretary of Schools 


A DEVANEY, INC. 


Next month close to 140,000 children will enroll in about 
1,400 elementary schools of Synod. During the past year the 
enrollment exceeded 132,000; Lutheran high school pupils num- 
bered 7,000. Parochial schools listed more than 4,000 teachers. 

Christian Life in its June 1957 issue spotlighted the recent 
annual increase in Protestant school enrollment of 6 per cent 
while public school enrollment rose 3 per cent, and Catholic 
school enrollment 1.5 per cent. Approximately 250,000 children 
attend Protestant elementary schools. 

The Missouri Synod numerically leads the Protestant school 
systems. The Wisconsin Synod has more than 20,000 pupils; 
the Amerian Lutheran Church, nearly 4,000. Other Lutheran 
bodies have much smaller numbers. The National Union of Chris- 
tian Schools (Christian Reformed and Dutch Reformed) lists 
more than 37,000 pupils in 196 schools (including high schools) ; 
the Seventh-Day Adventists, 35,000 pupils in 1,011 schools. The 
Mennonite, the Episcopal, the Orthodox Presbyterian, and other 
churches also have schools. In the Los Angeles area, Baptist 
schools have grown from three schools with 250 pupils in 1947 
to 20 schools with nearly 3,000 pupils today. The Baptist Day 
School Association, which sponsors these schools, plans to in- 
crease the number of schools to 30 by 1960. 

All Protestant school groups have growing pains. The most 
pressing problem is the teacher shortage. Missouri Synod District 
superintendents state that more schools could be opened if teach- 
ers were available. Thousands of pupils are annually turned away 
because of inadequate accommodations. 

At the assignment of graduates and vicars in May, 273 posi- 
tions remained unsupplied. Literally hundreds of congregations, 
compelled to tap sources other than the candidates from Synod’s 
teacher-training colleges, call teachers away from other congre- 
gations, leaving vacancies there; re-enlist former teachers; or em- 
ploy former public school teachers. 

In 1947 Synod set a school-expansion goal, envisioning 50 


per cent of Synod’s children in its own schools by 1972. While’ 


the gain has been impressive, due to the rapid growth of Synod, 
little progress has been made toward reaching the percentage 
goal. Only 33 per cent of children in Synod’s congregations are 
now enrolled. A larger number of teachers is the first require- 
ment toward offering a Christian school education to more chil- 
dren in the church. 

The centennial of teacher training this year should spur con- 
gregations to supply the necessary teachers for the church’s grow- 
ing school system. In recruiting students for teacher training, 
the need for male teachers requires special attention. 
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Formosans Cut Steps 
For Missionaries 


Shaped like a tobacco leaf dr 
into the ocean, Formosa lies abou 
miles off the southeastern coast 
China mainland. From north to 
the island stretches some 250 
From east to west it is 90 miles 
widest point. Along the eastern 
rising out of the Pacific Ocea 
a chain of mountains, 48 of 
soar 11,000 feet high. The w 
half has rich, fertile land sloping 
fully to the sea. Here grow 
quantities of fruits, vegetables, 
sugar cane. Occupying Formos 
some 10,000,000 people — Taiwa 
mainlanders who fled China befor 
bamboo curtain fell, and aborigin 
the mountain areas. 


Few Christian missions were a 
here before World War II. Can 
and British Presbyterians were the 
Protestant groups, and they had 
difficulties through the half centu 
Japanese rule. Since the war, 
groups have moved from China to 
island. The government records a 
50 denominations and almost 400 
estant missionaries serving 180 
people. Recently the Roman Ch 
has assigned 600 priests and nun 
Formosa. Last year their follo 
numbered 50,000. 


IN Synop’s China Evangelical 
theran Church in Taiwan, one fer 
and five male missionaries, a Chi 
pastor, and other nationals work am 
900 members. A seventh missionar 
on furlough, and the eighth has rece 
arrived. 


He is Rev. E. H. Riedel, who 
the second missionary to represent 
church in China, being assigned 
1917. After serving congregation: 
the United States, he is now carr 
on literary work in Chinese and teé 
ing at the seminary on Formosa. 


OUR FIRST MISSIONARY, Rev. | 
Suelflow, was commissioned in Tai 
the capital, in May 1952. Notw 
standing little manpower and m 
difficulties the undertaking has recei 
the Lord’s blessings. The church 
Taipei, worshiping in three cha 
now numbers 200 communicants. § 
eral outstations have been develo} 
The missionaries are opening a | 
station in Hualien. To get there fi 
Taipei takes eight hours by bus ¢ 
a treacherous mountain road or 
minutes by air. 


Cua YI lies 150 miles to the so 
On the outskirts of this city is S 
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se Concordia Seminary with 15 

ts. Seven of these, who are now 
rs throughout the mission, are do- 
intensive work in many places. 
1 Yi, which had only a few inquirers 
952, now has a good-sized congre- 
on and a variety of outstations. 
of these has its own church. An- 
r rents a store building. Another 
‘a public hall. Others meet in the 
@ of a member or in the tiny 
‘tyard of a home. 


ecently eight Chinese representing 
- groups of believers gathered with 
ionaries for a delegate conference. 
could see they were young Chris- 
; needing guidance, but they were 
ready to face problems and to plan 
future of their church. 


HERE ARE MANY SIGNS of humble 
nnings. Dressed in the clothes they 
worn in the fields — probably their 

clothes — one group came to 
munion on a Saturday afternoon. 
how their eagerness in wanting the 
pel preacher to come, on the pre- 
s day they smoothed the track up 
hillside and cut steps where the 
bing was steep. 


nother group met, the missionaries 
n airport. As soon as they decided 
re to hold a service, they made 
‘way to a park, where ten met in 
avilion. There, with curious on- 
ers, they also received the Sacra- 
4 


n a rainy Sunday afternoon we 
ed one of our storefront chapels. 
e were seats for 30, but 36 came. 


) FAR the work in Formosa has 
eeded by means of the Mandarin 
‘ct. Since about a third of the 
le speak only Taiwanese, the 
ch will branch into this language. 


he missionaries explored the pos- 
ity of beginning intensive work 
ng students of the large universities 
, of opening kindergartens for chil- 
, of expanding work among women, 
nlarging and intensifying literary 
ts, of serving young people more 
tively. There are vast opportuni- 
for more missionary services. 


ere The Lutheran Hour is prepared 
broadcast in Mandarin and Tai- 
ese. No one knows how many 
sands may first hear the Gospel 
low many scattered believers may 
eld true to the Savior by means of 
broadcasts. 


ray God for the work and the 
sers! Pray for the believers here 
they may grow into a strong church 
1ey become stronger Christians. 


HERMAN H. KopPELMANN 
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Statement 


On Written Word? 


JOHN W. BEHNKEN 
President of Synod 


Dr. Behnken leaving New York 
International Airport for Europe 


The 1952 Lutheran World Federation Assembly in Hannover 
chose the over-all topic: “The Living Word in a Responsible 
Church.” Essayists and speakers equated the living Word with 
Jesus Christ. They did not mention the written Word of God 
as the living Word. 

In a meeting of the theological section I pleaded that the 
LWF Assembly might express itself also on the written Word, 
the Holy Bible, as the inspired and inerrant Word of God. 
Approximately 250 listeners greeted my remarks with loud ap- 
plause. I say this not in boasting, but as factual. I did what my 
theologian friends and I felt was my duty. 

Dr. C. E. Hoopmann of the Lutheran Church of Australia 
also emphasized the importance of this written Word. Dr. T. S. 
Gullixson of Luther Seminary pointed out that St. John in the 
prologue of his Gospel and his First Epistle equated Jesus with 
the living Word, but that otherwise he and the other holy writ- 
ers used the term Word to designate the written Word. 

Today the Christian Church throughout the world needs to 
be reminded that the Holy Bible is given by inspiration of God 
and hence is the infallible and inerrant Word of God. It is shock- 
ing to note what some interpreters attempt to delete from the 
Holy Bible. Also some Lutherans want to determine subjectively 
what parts of the Bible can be classified as God’s Word. Some 
accept as God’s Word only the recorded words of Jesus or the 
passages speaking of Christ’s work of redemption. Some insist 
that the accounts of creation, man’s fall into sin, the flood, etc., 
are mere myths. How sad! 

It would seem that the study document “Christ Frees and 
Unites,” which is to give expression to the unity among Luther- 
ans, should present a clear, positive, unequivocal statement on 
the Bible: its origin (inspiration); its authority (God speaks); 
its infallibility (God’s Word); its effectiveness (power of God); 
its center (Jesus Christ); its purpose (make wise unto salvation). 
Since these issues concerning the Bible have become contro- 
versial also in the Lutheran Church, we are sorry that the 
theologians who prepared the study document did not present 
a clear-cut statement. They had a wonderful opportunity to 
present something definitely basic to Lutheran unity and to take 
a real step in the direction of bringing Lutherans together. 

At Hannover not merely official visitors but also members 
of the LWF requested a statement to be submitted for study. 
Frankly, we miss it. We sincerely hope that the LWF Assembly 
at Minneapolis will meet the issue squarely and let the world 
know that Lutheranism is built on the Bible, the inspired and in- 
fallible Word of God of which Jesus Himself said, “The Scripture 
cannot be broken.” 
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THE 


Psalter 


Sweeter Than Honey 


PsALM 119:103: “How sweet are Thy 
words unto my taste! Yea, sweeter than 
honey to my mouth!” 


By nature we crave that which is 
sweet. Confectionery merchants make 
large profits from this innate and uni- 
versal human desire. It is not wise, 
though, to let our taste for sweetness 
be without restraint. 

The psalmist tells of something which 
is sweeter than even the most delectable 
human confection. He refers to the 
words that issue from the gracious lips 
of God, the words that are penned by 
the inspired writers, the words that tell 
of redeeming love. Our taste for their 
sweetness need not be restrained. There 
can never be a surfeit of the goodness 
of the Lord. 

“How sweet are Thy words unto my 
taste!” the psalmist .exclaims. God’s 
words are sweet because they tell of 
forgiveness. No longer need we cower 
beneath the devil’s lash. No longer 
does the sense of guilt lie heavy on our 
soul. No longer need we fear at last to 
stand before God’s throne. 

The Gospel tells of the Savior’s love. 
The cross displays His atoning merit 
for the sins of all mankind. The open 
tomb is the symbol of His victory over 
death. 

His words are sweet also because 
they give us hope. We need no longer 
travel a strange and perilous path. Our 
way is illumined with light from on 
high, and our future rests in His mercy. 
All through life He guides us with His 
counsel, and afterward He will lead us 
to glory. All our ways are charted by 
His love. For this we have His promise, 
and that promise will not fail. These 
words are sweet indeed unto the Chris- 
tian’s taste! 

His words are sweet because they 
also give us strength. They nourish our 
soul, they refresh our spirit, they buoy 
us up as we make our weary way 
through life. They make us strong 
enough to resist the evil, strong enough 
to bear life’s burdens, strong enough 
to finish our course. 

God’s words are sweet to the taste — 
and that spiritual delight will remain 
with us forever. THOMAS COATES 


THE FESTIVAL OF 


Lutherans celebrate the anniversary 
of the Reformation on the Sunday 
nearest October 31. This is their spir- 
itual Fourth of July. For on that day 
in 1517 Luther posted his protest 
against the sale of certificates of divine 
pardon, which triggered the Reforma- 
tion. But Lutherans prefer to think of 
God as the true Reformer. It was He 
who powered the Reformation with 
a great truth. It was He who raised 
up a man who fought for the truth. 

The demand for reform rumbled long 
before the 16th century. People ob- 
jected to priestcraft. They complained 
about the backward education the 
church offered. Many quarreled with 
the teachings of the church and were 
offended by the indecencies of some 
popes. 

Protesting groups sprang up. Indi- 
viduals who voiced the discontent of 
the people paid with their lives. A num- 
ber of reform conventions were held, 
but these were used by the hierarchy 
to tighten its strangle hold on society. 
Suddenly the Reformation broke loose. 
What started it? What kept it going? 
A great truth! 

The truth that powered the Refor- 
mation was a Bible pledge: “The just 
shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:17). The 
sentence speaks of life — glad and en- 
during — for all who are “just” by 


faith — not any kind of faith, but faith 


in Jesus Christ, who earned His Father’s 
forgiveness for man. 

The thing to do is to quit on self- 
justification and to rest one’s case ex- 
clusively on the mercy of God and the 
merit of His Son. Justification is God’s 
approval of the sinner, any sinner, who 
dons the merit of Jesus Christ and 
accepts eternal life as a gift from God 


and not as a prize. 


People may think this is too easy. 
But salvation is that easy or not at all. 
Jesus Christ made it easy for us by His 
innocent suffering and death. All that 
is necessary for anyone is to accept the 
gift of salvation from God. The Bible 
calls acceptance faith. 

Don’t get the idea that faith is your 
contribution! So great is God’s gift, 
so gracious His offer of life, that your 
acceptance is induced by the gift and 
not by you. + 

Only a gift so complete, so fabulous 
in value, is worthy of God. He does 
not co-operate with you in your salva- 
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THE REFORMATION 


tion; neither can you co-operate 
Him in the attainment of eternal } 
Our justification is totally the gif 
God. Because it is that, we can 
Him; because we love Him, we fo 
Him. 

The church had lost that truth, 
God restored it through Martin Lut 
His father wanted him to study 
but Luther could only think of the 
of God and its punishment. He tho 
if he could serve God full time, 
might please Him. Although Lu 
entered a monastery, it brought 

no peace. 

To calm him, Luther’s superiors 
him to believe in a merciful and 
giving God. On their advice, he be! 
to read the Bible, and gradually 
truth glimmered. Nevertheless it t 
Luther a while to understand fully 
man is saved by faith alone. 

Made professor of the Scripture 
the University of Wittenberg, he th 
himself into the study of the Bible 
found peace at last in the fact t 
salvation is totally and uncondition: 
the gift of God. 

From his peaceful activity Lut 
was catapulted into the work of 
Reformation, which from 1517 to 
end of his life in 1546 engaged 
heroic labors to return the church 
the arms of her Bridegroom, Je 
Christ. 

From the Scriptures, Luther lear 
that the church was not to be t 
apart. He therefore let stand in 
church what was not contrary to Ge 
Word. He sought only to rid — 
church of the errors and abuses t 
had crept in. 

For a time it seemed the wh 
church might be purified. But — 
Counter Reformation spoiled it, force 
a separation of the reformed port 
of the church (Protestantism) from 
unreformed portion (Roman Cath 
icism). ; 

On the anniversary of the Reforr 
tion Lutherans praise God for restor 
the saving truth. They know that | 
democracy is a choice fruit of 
Reformation and are grateful for 
But chiefly are they grateful for 
master truth of the Reformation: “1 
just shall live by faith.” To this tr 
they cling; to it they bear witness. 
God be all glory! . 

GERHARDT MAHLEI 


THE LUTHERAN e 
\ 


lose of the age” — meaning? 


© Church funeral of unchurched — permissible? 


> 
a 


®@ [Interpretation of Scripture — when valid? 


® Cain’s wife —who was she? 


stion: Why does the Revised 
dard Version in Matt. 13:49 
k of the “close of the age” in- 
1 of “the end of the world”? Is 
> a period of time between the 
of the world and the close of 
age? 


nswer: The RSV translation is an 
rate rendering of the Greek text. 
same expression occurs in Matt. 
me0;, 24:3;°28:20. The Greek 
aion signifies an indefinitely long 
id of time and denotes the world 
‘under the aspect of time. Ac- 
ing to the context, the word aion 
yal. 1:4 and 1 Tim. 6:17 means 
present age.” The word “close” 
tes the completion, and therefore 
nd of time, or of the world. There 
) period of time between them. In 
King James Version “world” often 
is “time.” Think of the words 
‘Id without end” at the conclusion 
any prayers. Obviously this means 
e without end.” 


stion: May a pastor of our church 
‘an unchurched individual who 
essed Christ before he died, and 
the funeral service be held in 
church? 


nswer: Why not? As there is joy 
eaven over every sinner that re- 
s (Luke 15:6,10), the church 
it to rejoice that this individual 
snatched as a brand from the 
ing, and by the burial service give 
rard testimony to the all-cleansing 
i of Christ’s blood. If it is proper 
onduct a funeral service for such 
to, it is also proper that this be 
» from the church, though it must 
tated that each congregation has 
tight to establish the practice it 
es to follow. Circumstances may 
» too, which would seem to make 
fisable to have a private ceremony, 
1 than a church service. 
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Those who would object to the 
granting of a Christian burial to such 
an individual should ask themselves 
how they would feel if the departed 
one had been their own spouse, parent, 
or child. It is assumed, of course, that 
in every case the pastor is convinced 
that the individual gave evidence of 
true sorrow over his sins, that he re- 
jected his personal works and right- 
eousnesses as the key to his salvation, 
and that he died trusting only in the 
merits of Jesus Christ. The “elder- 
brother spirit” (Luke 15:25-32) has no 
place in Christ’s kingdom. 


Question: Does Scripture always ex- 
plain Scripture? Can you give a few 
examples? 


Answer: Scripture does explain or 
interpret Scripture. A striking example 
is the story of the brass serpent (Num. 
21:4-9), which Jesus explains in John 
3:14-17. Another is Ex. 3:6, which the 
Savior interprets in Matt. 22:31-33. 

God permits some Scriptures to 
stand without further interpretation, 
such as the various visions recorded in 
Revelation 12, 13, 14. 

The Bible makes no effort to explain 
divine mysteries, such as the election 
of grace, the new birth, the resurrection 
of Jesus, or of our own bodies. 

A noteworthy example is the doctrine 
of the real presence of Christ’s body 
in the Holy Supper. Christ plainly as- 
serts this doctrine in the words of the 
institution. St. Paul repeats and sub- 
stantiates the real presence in 1 Cor. 
10:16 and 11:23-25, 27, 28. The mys- 
tery itself is unexplained. 

These and all other doctrines are 
given us to believe, not to comprehend. 
We walk by faith, not by sight (2 Cor. 
5:7). Our interpretation of Scripture 
is valid only to the extent that we find 
and proclaim Scripture’s interpretation. 
Anything that conflicts with Scripture 
must be discarded as error or falsehood. 
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Question: Adam and Eve were the 
only two people on earth in the be- 
ginning, yet Genesis 4:17 says: “And 
Cain knew his wife.” Where did she 


come from? Did God create others 
besides Adam and Eve? 


Answer: In Genesis 5, which is 
a brief genealogical overview of the 
period between the Creation and the 
Flood, Moses writes that Adam begat 
sons and daughters (verse 4). Since 
God made all nations of men of one 
blood (Acts 17:26) and since the 
Scriptures mention no other human be- 
ings as having been directly created by 
God, like Adam and Eve, it is clear 
that Cain’s wife must have been his 
sister, to whom he might have been 
married even before he left the parental 
home. The statement seems to imply 
that Cain already had a wife, not that 
he then took one. Such a marriage was 
neither wrong nor unnatural, but in- 
evitable at that early stage of human 
history. 

As a punishment for the murder of 
his brother Abel, God told Cain: 
“A fugitive and a vagabond [nad] shalt 
thou be in the earth” (Gen. 4:12). 
Then Cain went out and dwelt in the 
land of Nod, that is, the land of wan- 
dering or straying in the territory east 
of the Garden of Eden. Note the 
similarity of the two Hebrew terms. 
Both are derived from the same root. 

Into this unsettled, roving life of 
a fugitive his wife accompanied Cain 
and bore him a son, whom they named 
Enoch. Beyond this, Scripture gives 
us no information. 

That such marriages constitute incest 
and are almost universally forbidden 
should not move us to feel shocked 
over Cain’s marriage to his sister. 
There was no other way in which the 
people of this world could all descend 
from the same original parents. 


O. E. SOHN 
Li 
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Contentment in Marriage 


“Godliness with contentment is great 
gain.” 1 TIM. 6:6. 


In 1955 the average per-person in- 
come in the United States reached the 
sum of $1,975. Last year another peak 
was attained when 50 per cent of all 
families received an annual income of 
$5,000 or more. 

The Lord supplied the nation with 
an overabundance and a wide variety 
of foods. Industry produced an endless 
number of old and new gadgets. In six 
years, Americans bought 32,384,000 
TV sets and thousands of other items 
from an unlimited supply. Truly it’s 
a bountiful land! 

In such a blessed country you would 
expect to find satisfied and happy 
people. There ought to be joy in their 
hearts and a song on their lips. Instead, 
we read that one of every two hospital 
beds is set aside for mental patients. 
The demand for psychiatrists exceeds 
the supply. 

The United States is infested with 
more than 5,000,000 alcoholics in spite 
of the fact that at least 12,000 die 
every year. There is no count of 
stomach-ulcer patients; nor is it possible 
to ascertain how many millions daily 
battle headaches and exhaustion. 

The sad part of it is that Christian 
homes are not immune to unhappiness 
and dissatisfaction with their lot. Isn’t 
it still the truth that “godliness with 
contentment is great gain”? “Having 
food and raiment, let us be therewith 
content” is sound advice also in our 
day of abundance. 

Equally important is contentment 
with a person’s status. Because they 
want their husbands to be as prominent 
and “successful” as the brother-in-law 
or somebody else’s husband, some wives 
drive their husbands beyond their ca- 
pacity. He has to get into the race for 
promotion, advancement — and ulcers. 

Let young married couples particu- 
larly watch unnecessary indebtedness, 
Starting humbly may not be popular, 
but it is wise. “A man’s life consisteth 
not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth.” 


ARTHUR E. GRAF 


Creeping Inflation... 


A Moral Iss 


Inflation again threatens America’s 
economic stability. Earnest Christians 
concerned about their country’s well- 
being must heed the danger signs, warn 
their neighbors, study the causes, and 
take positive remedial action. 

Wage increases won by labor, price 
boosts on goods and services, and 
mounting profits are usually blamed. ... 
The ready use of installment buying 
and consumer credit, partly in an effort 
to “keep up with the Joneses,” doubt- 
less shares in the blame. 


Let the Facts Be Known 


Certain governmental policies also 
appear to fan inflation. Huge military 
spending competes for the available 
labor and materials. Tangled red tape 
and unchecked waste almost inevitably 
accompany any multibillion-dollar en- 
terprise. Failure to reduce govern- 
mental debt discourages savings and 
requires heavy tax levies for interest 
payments.73.. 

Human greed and covetousness also 
must be seen realistically as factors in 
inflation. Men tend to want more than 
that to which their labor and skills 
entitle them. 

Seeing others receiving economic ad- 
vantages or governmental benefits, men 
in their pride are likely to seek similar 
or superior gains for themselves. 

Congregations themselves may have 


become infected by these evils. Granted, - 


most of the recently constructed church 
buildings, education units, and parson- 
ages were needed. . . . Other buildings, 
perhaps, were erected out of a less 
commendable sense of pride or out of 
a competitive desire to keep up with 
a neighboring congregation. 


Speaking of Debt 


The easy acceptance of debt and of 
paying for today’s purchases not only 
out of tomorrow’s income but out of 
the income expected from many tomor- 
rows ought to concern every earnest 
Christian. 

Yet the American people seem to 
have accepted without protest the fact 
of a gradual, creeping inflation. An 
annual increase of two, even three, per 
cent in the prices of goods and services 
which make up the cost of living is 
accepted as normal. Americans have 
come to believe that mounting costs, 
matched by increased wages, must be 
expected. 
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What the Church Can Do 


Of itself the church can do litt 
stop the inflationary trend. She 
preach and teach God’s counse 
stealing and coveting, on the pr 
attitudes toward money and mat 
goods, and on man’s duties to his n 
bors: ..\..she can)... ollersthens 
new attitude of the Gospel toward 
terial things. 


Individual Christians . . . can 
their influence to bear in shaping 
decisions of the economic organizat 
and associations of which they 
members. They need to examine 
own hearts and actions for traces 
greed and covetousness in the p 
they set, the wages they ask, the pr 
they expect, the purchases they m 
the debts they contract, the favors 
want from government. 


A Teaching Opportunity 


In the midst of inflation God o 
His church an unusual opportunit 
teach Scriptural principles about mo 
possessions, and their use. Jesus’ 
mon on the Mount (esp. Matt. 
31-34), His parable of the rich ; 
(Luke 12:13-21), and His several } 
ables on talents and stewards, as \ 
as St. Paul’s Letter to Timothy (1 T 
6:6-11), and the Epistle of St. Jas 
(4:12—5:10) all have rich meaning 
this connection. The Old Testamen 
full of warnings on the abuses of € 
nomic power by privileged groups, 
in “Proy. 22:16 Ezek, 22:125 ee 
5—11; 8:4-10; or Micah 6:10-16. 

Inflation gives a ready object les 
on the futility of placing confidence 
money and economic security. \ 
who saved years ago for ease in todé 
retirement know how fleeting are ear 
treasures. . 


The church and her members h 
much ... to do and to share in 
couraging an earnest consideration 
the moral issues involved in creep 
inflation. — The Lutheran Standard 


THEODORE J. PRETZL¢ 
CarL F, REuss 
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Note: This is a statement of vi 
which the American Lutheran Ch 
Board for Christian Social Action beli 
should merit careful thinking and ea 
discussion of all the members of the Al 
ican Lutheran Church. 


THE LUTHERAN 


ia Has Retreat 
ewly Confirmed 


fty-two newly confirmed members 
qwurches in the Detroit area jour- 
i to the Walther League’s Camp 
dia for a retreat, June 23 to 29. 
@ young communicants learned 
t their role in congregational life, 
eague, and Synod. Besides attend- 
ormal class sessions they partici- 
[in a recreation program they will 
| to local needs. 

eturers for the retreat included 
-R. C. Muhly, Richard Bernthal, 
\lfred P. Klausler; “Chief” Weiher- 
and Mrs. Hilde Hemma. 

is hoped that this program for 
1ewly confirmed, conducted this 
in the nature of an experiment, 
ye expanded. 


homa Convention 


Vance registrations indicate that 
aternational Walther League con- 
yn at Oklahoma A. & M. C., Still- 
, August 11—15, will attract 
al thousand young people from all 
of the United States and Canada. 
prayers for the success of the 
ntion and the weil-being of these 
x people of our congregations are 
stly requested. 


1ers Are Generous 


is year’s membership contribu- 
to the Walther League budget 
ed $62,000, an all-time high. 
ver, Leaguers fell short of the 
00 goal. The international treas- 
noted that quite a few congrega- 
are helping their Walther League 
ies meet their budgetary obliga- 


» Study Work Sheets 


e 1957—58 topic study work 
; are being mailed by the League. 
year 83,000 sets were requested. 
year’s advance orders of more than 
0 indicate that the record may 
oken. 


itten by pastors and teachers, the 
hly topic studies give the church’s 
‘the opportunity to discuss a vari- 
f modern problems in the light of 
faith. 


A..P. K, 


LWML Districts Offer 
Annual Retreats 


As part of the LWML program of 
missionary education and _ inspiration, 
12 League districts conduct an annual 
retreat for their members. The North- 
ern Illinois District, a pioneer in this 
field, this year has made plans for the 
13th annual retreat. 

Other districts which bring together 
members of the League for a period 
of Bible study, inspiration, and fellow- 
ship include the Atlantic, Eastern, Iowa 
East, Central and Southern Illinois, 
North and South Wisconsin, North 
Carolina, North Dakota, Southern, and 
Southeastern. 

At these retreats the women study 
God’s Word. The camp atmosphere 
stimulates participation in discussing 
the lessons, which emphasize serving 
the Lord in daily life. 

Latent talent is often unearthed as 
campers prepare devotions, present 
topics, and lead in the discussions. 
Missionaries and guest speakers deliver 
informal lectures. Question-and-answer 
periods, panel discussions, buzz ses- 
sions, and problem clinics add to the 
value of the program. 

Evening devotions may find the 
women meeting around the campfire 
or at the shore for a Galilean vesper — 
the speaker is in a boat on the water. 
Groups also worship by candlelight or 
in a woodland chapel. 

Attendance at a retreat is a rich 
experience. Campers return home re- 
freshed and inspired to share their 
faith and their Savior with others. 


Deaconess Shirley Groh (now Mrs. 
Maynard Dorow), lecturer at Northern 
Illinois District retreat. 


Southeastern District Retreat 


The second annual retreat of the 
Southeastern District, conducted at 
Camp Linn Haven, N.C., this year 
featured a symposium on “Preaching- 
Teaching-Reaching,” led by Rev. G. R. 
Naumann, and a discussion on “Mak- 
ing the Family Christian,” led by Mrs. 
Howard Davis, president of the district. 

For one of the evening devotions 
an open fire added meaning to the mes- 
sage on Pentecost. A cross of lighted 
candles suspended in mid-air was the 
only illumination when the campers 
pondered the meaning of the Savior’s 
cross. M. W. 


Lutheran Hour Helps Win 
Family of Ten 


One Sunday in 1955 Mr. and Mrs. 
Wendell Wall heard The Lutheran 
Hour. They liked the speaker’s Gospel 
message and decided to order Sunday 
School by Mail. 

After studying the first lesson the 
Walls taught it to their eight children. 
The parents followed this procedure 
with each lesson as it arrived. 

The children enjoyed the stories 
and pictures of Jesus and other Biblical 
characters. 

During this period the Walls con- 
sulted a Lutheran pastor about the 
teachings of his church. He gave the 
couple a pamphlet which briefly stated 
the church’s doctrines and practices. 

When Mr. and Mrs. Wall moved into 
the neighborhood of Victory Lutheran 
Church, Youngstown, Ohio, the young 
mother telephoned the pastor, Rev. 
Robert H. King. “I would like to be 
baptized,” she said. 

The conversation led to an appoint- 
ment with Pastor King. Both parents 
agreed to a course of private instruc- 
tion; the family received Baptism. 

Victory now has ten new members, 
added to its church and Sunday school 
by the power of the Spirit working 
through The Lutheran Hour. 


Newly confirmed youth from the Detroit area at 
the Camp Arcadia retreat. Bethany Church (Rev. 
Kenneth M. Lindsay, pastor) sent 24 members. 
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THE FAMILY COUNCIL 


Parents 


andthe MORAL CRISIS 


The John Millers were visiting the 
Robert Meyers. Both families had chil- 
dren in high school and college. It is 
not surprising that the conversation got 
around to teen-agers. 

“That series of articles on America’s 
moral crisis in Better Homes and Gar- 
dens (June-July-August 1957) left me 
somewhat dazed,” said Jane Miller. 
“I can hardly believe the crisis is as bad 
as those articles make it.” 

“Well, it wouldn’t be hard for a fea- 
ture writer to dig out what the public 
wants to read,” said John; “but there 
is enough reason for parents to be 
alarmed about present morals.” 

“Can we be sure that what we read 
about is really happening?” asked Flor- 
ence Meyer. “Do all these lurid stories 
about parked cars, roadhouses, petting, 
necking, and promiscuous relations give 
a true picture?” 

“Here are some facts of the article,” 
answered Jane. “High school principals 
are appalled at the number of girls who 
leave school because of impending 
motherhood. Illegitimate births are up 
36% in the last 6 years; 40% of the 
mothers involved are teen-agers. One 
school doctor says 60% of the brides 
today have already had premarital re- 
lations. The sale of contraceptive de- 
vices to high school students has 
reached alarming proportions.” 

The Millers and the Meyers have a 
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common concern with thousands of 
Christian parents: What has caused 
“the moral lag”? Is it affecting their 
children? What can parents do to build 
up the moral fiber of their own young- 
sters and to bring them safely through 
to a happy married life? 

Many parents feel they have little 
capacity to understand their offspring 
as persons or little time to think of their 
problems. Psychologists may have mis- 
led fathers and mothers into believing 
the exercise of parental authority could 
warp a child for life. Some parents 
have been scared out of exercising their 
Christian teaching function. 

“But our children can’t be snatched 
from their circle of friends,” said Rob- 
ert. “They naturally feel a growing in- 
terest in the opposite sex.” 

“We can’t ignore sex or drive it un- 
derground,” added Florence; “that’s 
just asking for trouble. I think we 
ought to ask: ‘What have we done to 
help our children understand sex in 
their lives?’ ” 

“But they are getting courses on mar- 
riage and the family in high school and 
college,” put in Jane. 

“I am wondering whether we don’t 
owe our children something no one else 
can give them,” said John. “I mean the 
Christian understanding of sex. That 
we ought to be able to give our young- 
sters, but I’m afraid we have failed.” 
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“You could be right, John,” 
commented. “Perhaps the real p 
goes back to us. Have we tau 
children that sex is a very speci 
of God? God gave us this ur 
reserved its exercise for marriage 
this sanctity of sex in the eyes o 
that we want our youngsters to 

“And something else,” Fl 
added. “Life is a sacred trust, a 
are not free to do what we wil 
our lives and bodies or the lif 
body of another person. We hav 
thinking that we must teach our 
sters to obey the Sixth Comman 
to lead a chaste and decent life 
actually the problem involves 
Violations of the Sixth Comman 
generally hurt other persons. §S 
God’s gift, which can be used for 
or for good. Much depends on 
son’s relationship to God and hi 
mate of a human being’s worth.” 

The Millers and the Meyers t 
about sex being God’s wise gift f 
blessing of married life: The p 
agreed that some boys and girls 
chiefly of the physical life because 
haven’t been properly guided or ha 
much else to do. 

Other boys and girls indulge in 
sex affairs because they are insecur 
unhappy at home. The couples dis 
ered that both families had faile 
develop attitudes and situations, 
a family council, for talking things 
with their children, and that they ~ 
relying on church and school to de 
job. They agreed that the way 
lived in their own marriage was 
important in setting the pattern fo1 
marriage of their children. 

“Maybe we ought not to be af 
of showing a little affection,’ Rc 
interrupted, ‘“‘as a normal expressio 
Christian love for each other as 
band and wife.” 

“Once we have supplied Chri 
standards of conduct, I think we 1 
be willing to give our children free 
with trust,” said Jane. “How are 
going to develop responsibility if 
don’t depend on them to do the | 
thing and trust them to live up to 
teachings and values we have g 
them? We must trust God in this 

“The Holy Spirit alone can give 
power to live by Christian convic 
and to choose what is right and t 
it wisely. Knowledge is not eno 
The most significant thing is to 
children Christian attitudes regar 
sex and marriage. Here, too, the 
spect and love for God is the begin 
of wisdom.” Harry G. Coin! 


Note: “The Family Council,” prep 
by Synod’s Family Life Commissior 
subsequent issues will alternate with “ 
Investigate!” by Dr. Carl S. Meyer. 
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You Date. By Esther Eby Glass. 
955. 3d Printing. 32 pages. 35 
ents. 


3 booklet communicates well with 
ung mind. Real-life situations em- 
e Christian attitudes, standards, 
sies, and procedures which a teen- 
yould do well to imitate. One sen- 
gives the tone and content of the 
let: “Dates lead to more dates and 
ates with one person only, and then 
ne will help you set a date! It’s my 
: opinion that what happens on that 
date is pretty much determined by 
jou did on all those other dates.” 


Thinking About Courtship. By John 
. Wenger. 1956. 4th Printing. 26 
ages. 30 cents. 


istian young people can find in this 
Jet genuine standards for Christian 
up. The author suggests tests on 
in love,” talking things over with 
and mother, making sure that the 
of your courtship is a true child of 
The reader is warned against marry- 
tside the church of Christ. 


ure Going to Be Married. By H. 
lair Amstutz, M.D. 1955. 3d 
rinting. 82 pages. 50 cents. 


Jhristian physician who knows his 
lescribes engagement as a period of 
1 which two people get acquainted 
ach other’s families, secure their 
g, explore personal health, cultural 
ound, religious unity or differences, 
il meaning of sex, and the idea of 
and nurturing children. He makes 
ig case for chastity and in full agree- 
vith New Testament ethics. 


Happily Married. By John R. 
umaw. 1956. 4th Printing. 30 
iges. 35 cents. 


ly married couples (and couples 
d for 20 or more years) read here 
) prepare for a happy marriage, live 
ect for each other, make proper ad- 
nts, cultivate unselfishness, develop 
yn interests and mutual understand- 
reats physical adjustments and the 
nce of conjugal union with good 
an taste. 


ing Parents. By H. Clair Amstutz, 
.D. 1953. 2d Printing. 87 pages. 
) cents. 


physician-author shows the close 
aship between the physical, mental, 
iritual in the growth of a child; im- 
ce of giving proper affection, dis- 
, and the use of authority. This 
r alone is worth the price of the 
Discipline has not always been 
an, because it did not always ex- 
Ove. 


se five booklets were prepared by 
of the Mennonite denomination. 
e were published by Herald Press, 
ule, Pa. Here and there one might 
xception to a sentence or a Bible 
slightly out of focus, but by and 
the booklets combine a degree of 
with Christian chastity not found 
urely biological treatments current 
literature on courtship and marriage. 


O. E. FEUCHT 
S13, 1957 


See District Editions 
for more complete obituaries 


FREDERICK G. Evers, March 21, 1869, 
Bingen, Ind., to June 27, El Paso, Tex.; 
son of Rev. Henry and Amalia Brackhage 
Evers; graduated Springfield Seminary, 
1893; parishes: Algiers, New Orleans, La.; 
Golconda, Ill.; Steeleville, Ill.; McCook, 
Nebr.; Thayer, Nebr., 1912, until he re- 
tired in 1945. Survivors: son Rev. Karl, 
daughters Olga Geschwender, Emily Geb- 
ler. Funeral: July 1, Thayer, Nebr. 


ALBERT E. GRUETZNER, May 18, 1893, 
Fedor, Tex., to June 29, 1957, Austin, 
Tex.; son of Carl and Marie Wuensche 
Gruetzner; attended Springfield Seminary; 
taught in Lutheran schools at Winchester 
and Anderson, Tex.; ordained to the 
ministry, 1953; parishes: Alamo and Lin- 
coln, Tex. Survivors: Adele Sander 
Gruetzner; son Albert; daughter Adeline. 
Funeral: July 1, Giddings, Tex.; inter- 
ment, Giddings Cemetery. 


WILLIAM E. KLAutTscuH, Oct. 29, 1886, 
Altamont, Ill., to June 28, Flint, Mich.; 
son of Andreas and Anna Herrmann 
Klautsch; graduated Springfield Seminary, 
1908; missionary at large, Thayer, Mo.; 
parishes: New Schaumburg, Chandlerville, 
Broadlands, Ill. Survivors: Mary Weyen 
Klautsch; sons Adolph, Victor, Otto; 
daughters Frieda Brown and Erna Drews. 
Funeral: July 2, Danville. 


HENRY C. MILLER, Feb. 14, 1904, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., to May 23, Frankentrost, 
Mich.; son of Rev. Jacob and Mary 
Burkhard Miller; graduated St. Louis 
Seminary, 1929; parishes: Monroe, Mich., 
1930 to 1940; Frankentrost, Mich., since 
1940. Survivors: Kirsti Pesonen Miller. 
Funeral: May 27, Frankentrost. 


MarTIN E. RABE, May 6, 1884, York- 
ville, l., to July 1, 1957, Chicago; son 
of Rev. John and Mary Heman Rabe; 
graduated Addison Teachers College, 
1905; schools: Decatur, Chicago, and 
Rochelle, Iil.; and Portage, Wis. Survi- 
vors: Ida Duhse Rabe; sons Rev. Clarence, 
James; daughters Gertrude Eckhardt, 
Genevieve Weith, and Lorraine. Funeral: 
July 4, Yorkville, Ill.; interment, Cross 
Lutheran Cemetery. : 


PuiLip ROESEL, Sept. 3, 1871, Rocken- 
hausen, Palatinate, Bavaria, to June 23, 
1957, Chicago, Ill.; son of Karl and Marie 
Gabelmann Roesel; graduated Springfield 
Seminary, 1895; parishes: Burlington and 
Hampshire, Ill.; missionary at large in 
northwest Oklahoma; Lahoma, Okla., 1903 
to 1941, when he retired. Survivors: sons 
Gerhard, Reinhold, and Harold; daughter 
Mrs. Carl Matthies. Funeral: June 27, 
Enid; interment, Enid, City Cemetery. 


brnouncemend 


Ordinations and Installations 
Ordained: CANDIDATES 


Guettler, Ronald H., Immanuel, Columbus, 
Nebr., by A. H. Guettler, July 7. 

Lassman, Lonnie D., St. Peter, Humboldt, 
Kans., by Herman C. Seyfert, June 30. 

Pfotenhauer, Fred W., Zion, Chicago, IIl., by 
Carl W. Pfotenhauer, June 23. 
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Ordained and Installed: 


Bartels, William H., Christ, Wolverton, Saint 
John, Barnesville, Minn., by R. R. Schulz, 
June 30. 

Gentzke, Robert W., Bethel, Fort Smith, Ark., 
by E. A. Krause, July 7. 

Gruett, Marvin E., Trinity, Lebanon, Our Sav- 
ior, Buffalo, Mo., by E. H. Koerber, July 7. 

Gutekunst, Carl H., Christ Mission, Waterloo, 
Iowa, by Carl C. Gutekunst, Aug. 26, 1956. 

Hoard, Samuel, missionay at large for the 
Atlantic Dist., at St. Philip, St. Louis, Mo., 
by Walter Heyne, June 23. 

Huckaby, Charles, Royal Redeemer, North 
Royalton, Ohio, by W. C. Birkner, June 30. 

Kausch, G. Kenneth, St. Peter, Arlington Hts., 
Ill., by Luther V. Stephan, June 30. 


Krahn, Kenneth, St.Paul, Boaz, St. Luke, 
Richland Center, Wis., by Carl F. Selle, 
June 23. 

Krueger, Donald R., Holy Cross, Belding, 


Trinity, Lakeview, Mich., by E. L. Woldt, 
June 30. 

Kucenski, William, St. Paul, Waterloo (Evans- 
dale), Iowa, by Pres. W. D. Oetting, June 23. 

Kuhlmann, Robert, Bethlehem, Fairborn, Mes- 
siah, Middletown, Ohio, by W. C. Birkner, 
July 7. 

Ludwig, Garth D., Castor Gardens, Philadel- 
phia, Pa., by Herbert C. Meyer, June 30. 
Maassel, Richard G., asst., St. Paul, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., by George Maassel, July 7. 
Miller, Donald, Immanuel, Reeseville, Wis., by 

O. J. Hoffmann, June 23. 

Mueller, Martin, St. Peter, Belfield, Redeemer, 
Dickinson, N.Dak., by Harry R. Theiss, 
July 7. 

Pape, James C., Trinity, Maplewood, La., by 
Pres. Paul W. Streufert, June 30. 

Polansky, Roger, assoc. pastor, Trinity, Roch- 
ester, Minn., by Walter W. Eifert, June 30. 

Proffitt, James, as pastor of Faith, Calexico, 
in Grace, El Centro, Calif., by G. R. Mack- 
ensen, June 23. 

Radloff, Roy, Peace, Shell Rock, Iowa, by 
Pres. W. D. Oetting, June 30. 

Rempfer, W. A., St. Peter, Farnhamville, Iowa, 
by L. S. Winter, June 30. 

Rieck, John, Trinity, Casey, Concordia, Marsh- 
all, Ill., by Walter F. Lieder, July 7. 

Thielo, Paul J., asst., Calvary, Portland, Oreg., 
by Omar Stuenkel, June 16. 

Wyppich, Raymond, as missionary in Medford 
Lakes, N. J., area, in St. Mark, West Henri- 
etta, N. Y., by Carl F. Wyppich, June 30. 


Installed: ope 

Abram, Henry C., as missionary in Greater 
Orlando area, in Trinity, Orlando, Fla., by 
Arthur H. Besalski, May 19. 

Bernthal, Richard, St. Paul, Milan, Mich., by 
P. F. Wieneke, June 30. 

Brack, Orlett, D., St. Paul, San Diego, Calif., 
by Roy G. Gesch, June 23. 

Brueckner, Allen F., asst., Christ Memorial, 
Milwaukee, Wis., by John F. Johnson, 
June 23. 

Dicke, Harold F., Layton Park, Milwaukee, 
Wis., by F. C. Proehl, June 30. 

Fehl, George H., Trinity, Clinton, Iowa, by 
Paul H. Burgdorf, June 30. 

Hopmann, Roland, Epiphany, Eau Claire, Wis., 
by E. G. Schedler, June 30. 

Lassanske, Karl F., St. Paul, Parkers Prairie, 
Calvary, Miltona, Minn., by L. A. Buuck, 
June 30. 

Mumm, George A., St. Mark, Wausau, Wis., by 
R. E. Lehman, June 30. 

Nommensen, Herbert W., Trinity, Cumberland, 
Md., by Frederick W. Kemper, June 23. 
Schwieger, Floyd, Grace, Pocatello, Idaho, by 

James P. Wuebben, June 16. 

Soeldner, Walther W., Timothy, St. Louis, Mo., 
by Arthur J. Meyer, July 7. 

Weiss, Delbert E., Peace, West Bend, Iowa, by 
James T. Wolfram, July 7. 

Zetzer, Theodore, St. Paul, Fowler, Mich., by 
Roland Rauber, June 30. 


Installed: TEACHERS 

Groenke, John H., Immanuel, Red Wing (Hay 
Creek), Minn., by Elmer B. Schwandt, 
June 23. 

Hellwege, Robert, St. Peter, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
by Henry A. Abram, June 30. 


Hoffmann, Eugene W., Gospel, Milwaukee, 
Wis., by A. G. Ahlman, June 30. 
Holtzen, Milton, St.John, Waco, Nebr., by 


G. A. Weinrich, June 23. 

Lehman, A. F., Trinity, Waco, Tex., by Roy 
Barlag, June 16. 

Meyer, Gerhard V., First, Ponea City, Okla., 
by A. E. Behrend, June 30. 

Michalk, Cand. Eugene D., St. Paul, Kings- 
ville, Tex., by Harold Kaestner, June 30. 
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Pape, Waldemar A., Our Savior, St. Paul, 
Minn., by Waldemar A. Lemke, July 7. 
Radewahn, Harold, Mount Olive, Milwaukee, 
Wis., by Herbert Berner, June 30. 

Rehmer, Roland C., St. John, Chester, Ill., by 
Henry F. Gerecke, July 7. 

Schroeder, Willard F., Trinity, Peoria, Il., by 
Paul G. Lessmann, June 23. 

Schultz, Gilbert, St. Peter, Columbus, Ind., by 
V. Paul Heine, July 7. 

Wentzel, Herman K., Wee Gardens, Web- 


ster Groves, Mo., by L. Schneider, 
June 30. 
Commissioned: 

Gerber, Don Robert, as teacher in New 


Guinea, in St. Andrew, Park Ridge, I1l., 
by Herman H. Koppelmann, July 7. 


Official Notices 


David J. Wilson, who has a Bachelor’s de- 
gree from State Teachers College, Greeley, 
Colo., 1955, and who taught in Immanuel Lu- 
theran School, Kansas City, Kans., the past 
school year, has made application for a col- 
loquy for the office of teacher in our Christian 
day school system. — W. H. Meyer, President, 
Kansas District. 


Grayson W. Brottmiller, a former teacher, 
has joined the United Lutheran Church and 
is hereby declared ineligible for a call. — 
A. H. WerFretmann, President, Northern Illi- 
nois District. 


Rev. Glenn Reichwald, Gettysburg, S. Dak., 
has been appointed Visitor of the Pierre Cir- 
cuit to succeed Rev. Paul Sohn, who has ac- 
cepted a call to another District. — PH1L1IP 
MUuELLER, President, South Dakota District. 


Rev. R. E. LaFontaine (ALC) has made ap- 
plication for membership in The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod. — OrTTomar KRUE- 
GER, President. Central District. 


Call for Nominations 


The Board of Control of the Proseminary 
(High School and College Departments) at 
Porto Alegre, Brazil, has been authorized by 
the Board of Missions in North and South 
America as well as by the Board of Directors 
of Synod to issue a call for nominations for 
the presidency of said institution. 

The man to be called will primarily teach 
religion; he must be a good administrator and 
a competent counselor for the students. It is 
also indispensable that he speak the Portu- 
guese language. 

The nominations and _ characterizations 
should be sent to the undersigned, secretary 
of the Board of Control, by the end of Oc- 
tober. — Rev. Grorce J. MurELier, Rua Ernesto 
Fontoura 866, Porto Alegre, RGS, Brazil. 


Election 


The Board of Control of Concordia College, 
St. Paul, Minn., on July 12 elected Dr. John 
Stach to the associate professorship of educa- 
tion and religion. — Henry W. Britu, Secre- 
tary. 


Educational Institutions 


Concordia College, Portland, Oreg., will 
open the 1957—58 academic year with a serv- 
ice in the Chapel of the Upper Room on 
Thursday, September 5, at 9 A.M. 

Registration and orientation for all new 
students will begin on Tuesday, September 3, 
at 9 A.M. Returning students will register on 
Wednesday, September 4, beginning at 9 A. M. 

Concordia offers ministerial, teacher, and 
predeaconess training. Male students may 
enroll in any of the last three years of high 
school or in the college department. Women 
students may enroll on the college level only. 


A catalog, application blanks, or any fur- ~ 


ther information will be gladly furnished by 
the registrar upon request. — Kart W. KELLER, 
Acting President. 


Concordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
will open officially, God willing, on Septem- 
ber 10 with a _ service of consecration at 
10:30 A.M. in the college auditorium. 

Registration of all students will take place 
on September 9. The registration is open only 
to students who qualify as preministerial col- 
lege juniors and who have previously fur- 
nished the registrar’s office with acceptable 
entrance materials. 

Requests for more detailed information 
should be addressed to Oscar T. Walle, Regis- 
trar, Concordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, 
Ind. — Martin J. NEEB, President. 


Concordia College, Milwaukee Wis., will 
open its 77th school year with a public service 
in ae gymnasium on Sunday, September 8, 
at 3:30 P. M. 
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Concordia offers a high school and junior 
college course for young men preparing to be 
Lutheran pastors or teachers. 

Registration on Saturday and Sunday, Sep- 
tember 7 and 8. Classes begin on Monday, 
PEP vei er 9.— WaLTER W. STUENKEL, Pres- 
ident 


Title Contest for New Booklet 
for Children’s Devotions 


Missouri Synod Lutheran children 
aged 4 to 14 are invited by Concordia 
Publishing House of St. Louis, Mo., to 
name a new children’s book. The win- 
ner will receive $100. The ten runners- 
up will each receive $10. The contest 
closes midnight, October 1, 1957. 


The make-up and the content of the 
proposed new booklet of daily devo- 
tional readings are designed to appeal 
to boys and girls. The first monthly 
issue is to appear about September 1, 
1958. Every child in The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod is eligible 
except the children of synodical offi- 
cials, Concordia Publishing House ex- 
ecutives or Literature Board members. 


Contest Rules 


1. Suggested titles are to be written 
on a plain sheet of paper. Children 
may submit as many titles as they 


wish, but only one title is to be placed 
on a sheet. Each sheet should contain 
the child’s name and address, his age, 
the name of the congregation to which 
he belongs, and the name of the pastor. 


2. All 
sent to 


title suggestions must be 
TITLE CONTEST 


CHILDREN’S DEVOTIONAL BOOK 


Concordia Publishing House 
3558 South Jefferson Ave. 
St. Louis 18, Mo. 


and should be postmarked before mid- 
night, October 1, 1957. 

3. The members of the General Lit- 
erature Board of Synod will act as 
judges. 

4. The winner will receive an award 
in the amount of $100. 

5. Ten honorable-mention awards 
will be given, each in the amount 
of $10. 


Concordia Teachers College, River Forest, 
Ill., will open its 94th academic year on 
Thursday, September 12, at 10 A.M., with a 
divine service at Grace Church on the campus. 

The orientation program for all new stu+ 
dents will begin Sunday afternoon, Septem- 
ber 8, at 1 o’clock. 

Concordia Teachers College conducts a 
standard four-year training course for young 
men and women who desire to serve their 
Savior in the Lutheran schools of Synod. In 
keeping with a policy adopted by the Board 
for Higher Education, the previous three-year 
course, which terminated in a _ three-year 
Lutheran Teacher’s Diploma, is being discon- 
tinued. During the teacher shortage, properly 
qualified male students may, with faculty per- 
mission, take three years of training and then 
teach for a year on a supply basis before re- 
turning for their fourth and final year of 
training. 

Students interested in attending the college 
should apply for information to the Director 
of Recruitment. No student should appear on 
the campus during orientation week ,without 
written notice that he has been accepted. — 
Martin L. KoEHNEKE, President. 


St. John’s College, Winfield, Kans., begins 
its 65th school year Tuesday, September 3, 
10:30 A.M. Registration begins Monday, Sep- 
tember 2, at 8 A.M. The primary aim of 
St. John’s College is to prepare young men 
for the study of theology. Another important 
objective is to offer a terminal two-year 
teacher-training curriculum which prepares 
young women for teaching in _ parochial 
schools and for parish work. Other curricula 
offered in the Junior College are: 1) Liberal 
Arts; 2) Pre-Law and Pre-Business Admin- 
istration; 3) Pre-Nursing; 4) General Bus- 
iness; 5) Secrétarial; 6) Music: Piano, Pipe 
Organ, Voice. 

The Academy (four-year high school) of- 
fers college preparatory, general, and com- 
mercial curricula. 
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Modern dormitory facilities are 
for men and women. Present facil 
clude two new dormitories for wome 
ing 200 occupants. 

For information, catalog, and ap 


blanks, write Admissions Office, S 
College, Winfield, Kans. — Cart 
DINGER, President. 

Available 


To any mission, one used chalice 
flagon, for transportation costs from 
Lutheran Church, Perry, Iowa. Wri 
R. T. Mue.uer, Box 14, Bouton, Iowa; 
92, Perry, Iowa. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Becker, E. George (temp.), 4505 Li 
Rockford, Ill. 

Bernthal, Richard T., 106 Dexter, 
Milan, Mich. 

Betow, Burton C., West Star Route 
McLeansboro, Ill. 

Beversdorf, Arthur J., 3262 N. 28th S 
Milwaukee 16, Wis. 

Brack, Orlett D., 1360 Felspar St., 
San Diego 9, Calif. 

Croll, Gilbert, 11 W. First Ave., 
Baltimore 25, Md. 

Dederer, Henry E., 2615 Crafton Way 
Stockton, Calif. 

Dierks, Chaplain William T., 302 D 
Rd., Oceanside, Calif. 

Grefrath, Nathan K., 15745 Camde 
East Detroit, Mich. 

Gross, Gordon, 5121 Verdome Lane, 
Houston 18, Tex. 

Harms, Paul W. F., Conc. Sr. College, 
6534 Leo Rd., Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Hess, J. Ralph, 414 Carrington St., 
Waupun, Wis. 

Janzow, Frederick W., em., 1500 Ave. 
Cisco, Tex. 

Johnson, Richard E., 1620 Madrone, 
W. Sacramento, Calif. 

Kuhlmann. Robert T., 422 W. Xen 
Apt. B., Fairborn, Ohio 

Laabs, Paul H., 48 Highland Parkway 
Rochester 20, N. Y. 

Lee, Robert Keith, No. 2, 9 Chome, I 
cho, Otaru-shi, Hokkaida, Japan 

Lehenbauer, Paul M., Box 982, 
Ephrata, Wash. 

Markgraf, Orville H., 811 West Colum} 
Moses Lake, Wash. 

Mehl, Clem H., 8200 James A. Reed Re 
Hickman Mills, Mo. 

Messerschmidt, eee 639 Mountain 
Springfield, N 

Miller, H. Earl, B46 Jamison Rd., Elma 

Pankow, Edward, Rees Hemlock, Mich 

Proffitt, James M., 28 E. Sixth, 
Calexico, Calif. 

Rauff, Edward A., 55 E. Stanton Ave., 
Columbus 14, Ohio 

Richter, Leo M., 5802 Queen’s Chape 
Apt. 2, Hyattsville, Md. 

Schemm, Milton R., 616 Seventh, 
Devils Lake, N. Dak. 

Schmidt, Edward C., R. 2, Box 380 B, 
Vancouver, Wash. 

Schwartzkopf, Chaplain Elmer J., 
250 Hatcher Dr., Wichita Falls, Tex. 

Schwieger, Floyd, 1026 E. Center St., 
Pocatello, Idaho 

Smith, Harry H., 1305 Jenkins Ave., 
Brownsville, Tex. 

bi hee Chaplain George O., Hq. 11th 

. Arty., APO 112, New ‘York, N.3 

Thoelke, Robert iy 1240 Cathryn ‘Ave. 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 

Tubesing, Karl A., 500 S. Calhoun Rd., 
Milwaukee 14, Wis. 

Zeile, Erhard A., 300 N. Wille, 
Mount Prospect, Ill. 

Zwintscher, Victor, No. 49, 3-chome, I] 
namicho, Niigata-shi, Niigata-ken, 


Teachers: 


Foerster, Lloyd, 3769 Verleye, 
Seaford, L.I., N. Y. 
Gerber, Don, Wapenamanda, W.H.D 
Goroka, New Guinea’ 
Haack, Edwin W., 16563 Forest St., 
East Detroit, Mich. f 
Haertling, Lloyd H., Concordia, Mo. _ 
Holtzen, Emil G., 900 E. Third, Merr: 
Koch, Clarence W., 3822 Sheridan Rd. 
Racine, Wis. 
Koester, Elmer B., 6304 Colby, Win 
. Des Moines, Iowa 
Martin, Walter W., Conc. Teachers 
River Forest, Ill. 
Rieck, Gordon, cand., 2727 N. Pro 
Milwaukee 11, Wis 
Schulz, LeRoy E;, 1358 E. Wor 
West Covina, Calif. 
Wesche, W. Paul, 8 S. Carleton, 
Farmington, Mo. 
Zabell, Warren O., 1240 E. Isabella, 
Muskegon, Mich. 


THE LUTHERAN ” 


etters 


Graham 


tremendous press, radio, and tele- 
coverage that Mr. Billy Graham 
eived, particularly now at the time 
Greater New York Crusade, has 
been of some concern to many 
ins. 

aside from the objectionable and 
overtones of a Norman Vincent 
zospel of peace of mind, success, 
nd contentment, for Lutheran be- 
particularly, Mr. Graham’s mes- 
uises a serious theological issue. 
to his solicitation of “decisions for 
' the crucial climax to his every 


> 
ve 


aul says: “For by grace are ye 
through faith; and that not of 
ves, it is the gift of God; not of 
lest any man should boast.” 
better exposition of this crucial 
s to be found than the opening 
of Martin Luther’s explanation to 
rd Article of the Apostles’ Creed: 
ve that I cannot by my own reason 
ngth believe in Jesus Christ, my 
9 come to Him; but the Holy 
has called me by the Gospel, en- 
d me with His gifts, sanctified and 
> in the true faith.” In asking for 
is for Christ, Mr. Graham is most 
ing. For though a man may choose 
an ethical, moral life, and do so 
Ytable success according to man’s 
andards (civic righteousness), he 
by his “own reason or strength” 
_ “decision for Christ” — and the 
ce is terribly important. 
“righteousness of God” won for 
_Calvary’s cross is in truth “right- 
s from God”; it comes to man and 
$ man’s own through the operation 
Holy Spirit through the means of 
he Word and the Sacraments. No 
n for Christ” is otherwise possible. 
man does not “believe in Jesus 
my Lord, or come to Him” by 
ig down an aisle in Madison Square 


ading as Mr. Graham’s approach 
tly is (in that it ascribes to man 
ver to “decide” that which is not 
the fortunate aspect of his cru- 
;, of course, that in spite of this 
t and misleading invitation to “de- 
Ar. Graham does preach the Word 
. and we are promised that it does 
urn void. For by means of the 
salvation and all that it entails do 
y man through the operation of His 
dirit, not through the operation of 
1 Square Garden’s air conditioning, 
1 2, or Mr. Graham’s winsome 
or any “self-powered” decision on 
t of a hearer, but through God’s 
lone and the power therein. 


St. Louis, Ill. THEODORE ERNST 


writer of the Billy Graham editorial 
much mistaken when he states 
ly Graham puts emphasis on “rec- 
al” and “largest number.” .. . 
is preached; and I therein do re- 
, and will rejoice.” 
rs. J. Henry) Evste E. DEsMaris 
1, Conn. 


Lutheran, I have always been 
, and I shall always be a Lu- 


1957 


theran. Furthermore, I am a teacher in 
a Lutheran school, but above all I am a 
Christian. I feel it is my Christian duty 
to protest your article . . . where Billy 
Graham’s emphasis on “superlatives, to- 
tals, and percentages” is called ‘“deplor- 
able.” 

I have attended the crusade more than 
20 times. . . . It would be far better for 
Lutherans to listen to Billy Graham and 
to assist the crusade with their support in 
prayer and witnessing than to sit around 
trying to find something to expose and 
OMticize... . 

I admire his humility, because humility 
is so rare. . . . Our churches’ certainly 
have emphasized the glory of having the 
biggest and best. This is why we have so 
many spiritually dead Christians. We build 
gymnasiums so our young people can play 
basketball and have strong healthy bodies, 
but something is wrong when our young 
people only want the social side of Walther 
League activities and nothing of studying 
God’s Word. . . . I wonder what kind 
of gyms they will have in hell. 


Hicksville, N. Y. JOAN CRAWFORD 


Billy Graham is understandably joyous 
at “the largest attendance ever,” “largest 
number of decisions for Christ.” However, 
do we follow Christian principles when 
we attempt to impugn his motives and 
assume he isa _ seeker of self-glory? 
Would there be a Missouri Synod pastor 
who wouldn’t be overjoyed if his church 
attendance “was the largest ever” or if 
50 per cent of his parishioners started 
tithing? Wouldn’t he happily share this 
good news with his fellow ministers or 
anyone within hearing distance? We 
wouldn’t label his motives “self-glory.” 

ARMIN F. HILLMER 

Overland Park, Kans. 


Jesus Christ must have had an attrac- 
tive personality, because He preached to 
5,000; that must have been like 50,000 
today. The Bible tells us about great 
numbers listening to Christ and His apos- 
tles. Is that deplorable? 

Instead of finding fault, it would be 
better to ask your fellow Christians to pray 
for Dr. Graham’s crusade. He doesn’t 


give himself any honor, but God alone.’ 


After reading your editorial, I made up 
my mind to support his crusade with 
greater zeal than ever, because he is tell- 
ing the world about my Savior, Jesus 


Christ. Mrs. ERNEST F. TAGGE 
Arlington Heights, Ill. 


Billy’s emphases on record total and 
the largest number, etc., are no more de- 
plorable to this reader than the Bible 
record in Acts 2:41, which reads: “Then 
they that gladly received his word were 
baptized, and the same day there were 
added unto them about three thousand 
souls.” : 

Billy’s complete humble spirit through- 
out his crusade in giving God all the 
credit for what happened in New York 
makes me wonder: Is the writer of your 
article too small-minded to thank God for 
what has happened in New York and to 
ask Him to send more Billy Grahams into 
a needy world? 


Mr. AND Mrs. EUGENE E. OLSON 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
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Letters to this department must be signed. Names will be withheld upon request. The opinions expressed 
are not necessarily those of the Editors, who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not pertinent. 


I take issue with you when you say 
Billy Graham doesn’t reflect the Christ he 
preaches. 


St. Louis, Mo. HarrY KELLE 


“The Graham Crusade” was _ unfortu- 
nate. The comments which I have heard 
from our fellow Lutherans is one of dis- 
gust regarding your comments. Certainly 
the LUTHERAN WITNESS is not the voice 
of the members of our Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod. 

Billy Graham . . . should receive the 
prayers of us instead of our crticism. 


(Rev.) O. H. BERTRAM 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Note: The “comment” did not attempt 
to evaluate or analyze Billy Graham's 
preaching. That was done in a “Witness” 
article (April 9, 1957, p. 18) on the evan- 
gelist, who climaxes his messages with 
“accept Christ,” “decide for Christ,” “you 
must by an act of your own will choose 
Christ.” 

However, the Bible says in I Cor. 12:3: 
“No man can say that Jesus is the Lord 
but by the Holy Ghost.” 

The July 16 “comment” quoted Gra- 
ham’s statement at a press conference — 
without accusing the evangelist of self- 
glorification —to make the general point 
that statistics and percentages and “record 
totals” do not impress the Lord, who has 
different tests and measurements for 
churches and church people. 

Key words of the “comment” are “In 
this respect” .. . “too many churches”... 
“churches and church people.” 

The purpose of the “comment”: SELF- 
CRITICISM! 


Helped to Help Herself 


To me the LUTHERAN WITNESS has been 
a wonderful source of information about 
Lutheranism and our church’s doctrines. 

When I was in doubt, your articles 
seemed so timely in my spiritual need. 
The WITNEss has helped me to help my- 
self in searching the Scriptures and has 
deepened my faith. 


A FORMER ROMAN CATHOLIC 


Has Something to Ask 


I write this letter for the first time. 

Firstly I will introduce myself. My 
name: Herman Dani, Indonesian. 

I find the LUTHERAN WITNESs address 
from my friend who’s_ subscribing it. 
Therewith I let you know that I like much 
to read the LUTHERAN WITNESS. 

By reading this magazine I can know 
the propagation of our religion in the 
world, and it can guide me how to live 
according to the Christianity. 

Therefore I have something to ask you: 
May I read this magazine? 

I like to read the former or the new 
numbers of this magazine. 

If possible, can you or the person who’s 
voluntary send it me freely? 

It is difficult to send money from other 
country. 

That’s all my intention. 

For this all I render many _ thanks. 
HERMAN DANI 


DJL. Talun 30 
Garut, Dja-Bar 
Indonesia 
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New Books 


for the Searching Layman 


eager for new spiritual insights, 


guidance, strength, inspirat 
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CHRIST AND 
YOUR JOB 


by Alfred P. Klausler 


Whoever you are, whatever your 
work, this heart-to-heart talk will 
enable you to see your job in a new 
light, will enable you to find new 
happiness and purpose in your “call- 


ing under Christ.” 
146 pages. Laminated paper cover. 


$1.50 


BORDERLAND OF 
RIGHT AND WRONG 


9th Revised Edition 
by Theodore Graebner 


Here are invaluable insights into the 
questions and problems which Scrip- 
ture does not specifically treat. 


178 pages. Laminated cover. $1.25 


WHEN THE 
LIGHTS ARE LOW 


by Henry Rische 


“A veritable life buoy for those who 
are struggling, often in near despera- 
tion, in heavy intellectual and emo- 
tional seas.” — Christian Herald. 


238 pages. Cloth. Jacket. $2.50 
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Place LUTHER’S WORKS 
in your church, pastor’s, and community library 


This is the widely reviewed and highly praised new 55-volume transla- 
tion of Martin Luther’s most important writings into modern English. 
Three volumes are now ready: VOLUME 12—Selected Psalms I,” 
$5.00; VOLUME 13 — “Selected Psalms II,” $5.00; VOLUME 21— | 
“Sermon on the Mount and The Magnificat,” $4.50. 


MEDITATIONS FROM 
PORTALS OF PRAYER 


Contains selected meditations 
every day of the year. 378 daily de- 
votions by 65 different authors. Es- 
pecially ideal for friends and relatives 
in convalescent homes, homes for the 
aged — and for young people in col- 
lege or in the military service. 


379 pages. Cloth. Jacket. $2.50 


Concordia 


for ° 


THE CROSS AND 
THE COMMON MAN 


by H. W. Gockel 


“The kind of book one can give to - 
any layman in or outside the church, 
and expect him to gain a _ better 
understanding of what Christianity is 
all about.” — The Lutheran Layman. 
“One of the best books of our dec- 
ade,” says Dr. Martin P. Simon, 
Editor of The Christian Parent. . 


155 pages. Cloth. Jacket. $2.00 


PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Saint Louis 18, Missouri 


